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The Shores Scrolls 
Connecting	  the	  weekend	  sermon	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  your	  week™	  
	  
Series:	  Audience	  with	  the	  Almighty	  
Message:	  Shining	  Light	  in	  a	  Dark	  Place	  
Scripture:	  Exodus	  25:31-‐40;	  37:17-‐24	  
On a vacation a few years back, we had the occasion to visit Luray Caverns in Virginia. There 
was one part of the tour, where in one large cavern deep underground, they turned out the lights 
in preparation to highlight some special rock formations. Wow! It was dark. Not the power goes 
out kind of dark, but pitch black, can’t see your hand two inches in front of you—dark! 

Spiritually speaking, that is what life is like when we live outside a relationship with Jesus, or 
when we are living in a state of rebellion or sin. We stumble around, going through the motions 
of life, existing without actually living in the fullness Jesus came to bring us into (John 10:10). 

We all need light to see, both physically and spiritually, and God has given us both kinds, the sun 
to light the day and the Bible, the Word of God, as a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
(Psalm 119:105) 

Big	  Idea	  
God established the Tabernacle as a means to dwell (fellowship) with His 

people, and the Apostle John reminds us today, that if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 

Insight	  
For	  the	  New	  Testament	  believer	  today,	  we	  do	  not	  have	  to	  travel	  to	  a	  

specific	  location	  to	  see	  the	  light	  of	  God	  representing	  His	  presence	  among	  
us,	  because	  Jesus	  declared,	  “you	  are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world”	  (Mt.	  5:14).	  Be	  
sure	  to	  shine	  brightly	  this	  week	  to	  illuminate	  the	  path	  to	  the	  Savior.	  
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Day	  1:	  READ	  What	  does	  it	  say?	  
Exodus	  25:31-‐40;	  37:17-‐24	  
	  
You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. 
The lampstand shall be made of hammered 
work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, 
and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 
32	  And there shall be six branches going out 
of its sides, three branches of the lampstand 
out of one side of it and three branches of 
the lampstand out of the other side of it; 
33	  three cups made like almond blossoms, 
each with calyx and flower, on one branch, 
and three cups made like almond blossoms, 
each with calyx and flower, on the other 
branch—so for the six branches going out of 
the lampstand. 34	  And on the lampstand 
itself there shall be four cups made like 
almond blossoms, with their calyxes and 
flowers, 35	  and a calyx of one piece with it 
under each pair of the six branches going out 
from the lampstand. 36	  Their calyxes and 
their branches shall be of one piece with it, 
the whole of it a single piece of hammered 
work of pure gold. 37	  You shall make seven 
lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up 
so as to give light on the space in front of it. 
38	  Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure 
gold. 39	  It shall be made, with all these 
utensils, out of a talent of pure gold. 40	  And 
see that you make them after the pattern for 

them, which is being shown you on the 
mountain. Exodus 25:31-40 

He also made the lampstand of pure gold. 
He made the lampstand of hammered work. 
Its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its 
flowers were of one piece with it. 18	  And 
there were six branches going out of its 
sides, three branches of the lampstand out of 
one side of it and three branches of the 
lampstand out of the other side of it; 19	  three 
cups made like almond blossoms, each with 
calyx and flower, on one branch, and three 
cups made like almond blossoms, each with 
calyx and flower, on the other branch—so 
for the six branches going out of the 
lampstand. 20	  And on the lampstand itself 
were four cups made like almond blossoms, 
with their calyxes and flowers, 21	  and a 
calyx of one piece with it under each pair of 
the six branches going out of it. 22	  Their 
calyxes and their branches were of one piece 
with it. The whole of it was a single piece of 
hammered work of pure gold. 23	  And he 
made its seven lamps and its tongs and its 
trays of pure gold. 24	  He made it and all its 
utensils out of a talent of pure gold. Exodus 
37:17-24 
 

	  

Now	  that	  you’ve	  read	  the	  text,	  write	  down	  some	  observations	  about	  it.	  
	  
Circle (in the texts above) information about the number of cups to be made. Total #? 
 
How many lamps were made to hang on the lampstand? 
 
Where did Moses receive the pattern for the lampstand’s design and its tools? 
 
How much gold was used in the construction of the lampstand and its tools? 
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Day	  2:	  REFLECT	  What	  does	  it	  mean?	  
 
1. Reflect on the purpose, role, and function of the lampstand. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. In Exodus 25:31, God instructs Moses to build the lampstand of “pure gold.” What does this 
imply? Why is this important? Significance? What type of purity is being referred to here? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Think through the characteristics of the lampstand (Gold, Light (both illumination & 
brightness from the pure gold construction), Fire, Tree-like). What meaning can we take 
away? What are they illustrative of? What truth do they convey? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the meaning and significance of the lampstand in the holy place? 
 
 
 
 

5. What do the seven branches of the lampstand signify? 
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Day	  3:	  RESPOND	  How	  does	  it	  apply	  to	  me?	  
	  
1. How did God make himself known to you through this passage(s)? What did you learn about 

Him? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What specifically is God asking you to do from this study of Scripture? Is there a promise to 
claim, a sin to avoid, an example to follow, or a command to obey? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do the truths in this study of Scripture apply to . . .  
 
 
You personally? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church?  
 
 
 
 
 
The world around you? 

	   	  



This	  tool	  is	  currently	  in	  BETA	  (testing)	  format	  and	  not	  for	  distribution	  

	   5	  

Day	  4:	  RECORD	  your	  thoughts 
Use	  this	  space	  to	  journal	  your	  thoughts	  about	  the	  passage	  and	  what	  God	  is	  showing	  you	  to	  
change	  in	  your	  life.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Day	  5:	  RECALL	  the	  memory	  verse	  
	  
For	  God,	  who	  said,	  “Let	  light	  shine	  out	  of	  darkness,”	  has	  shone	  in	  our	  
hearts	  to	  give	  the	  light	  of	  the	  knowledge	  of	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  in	  the	  face	  
of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  2	  Corinthians	  4:6	  ESV	  
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Life	  Group	  discussion	  questions	  
	  
1.  Note that God repeatedly instructs Moses to build the items of the Tabernacle according to the 
“pattern” shown him on the “mountain.” What is the significance of this? 
 
 
 
 
2.  It has been proposed by scholars that the tree-like lampstand with all of its flowery 
description found in the texts, is suggestive of the tree of life found in the garden of Eden. If so, 
what would this infer as to its inclusion in the holy place? Do you agree or disagree? Support 
your answer. 
 
 
 
 
3.  The imagery of pure gold, light, fire and a symbolic representation of the tree of life convey 
what central truth of God dwelling among Men? 
 
 
 
 
4.  The imagery of fire is often used in describing the Lord God (burning bush Ex. 3:2; pillar of 
fire Ex. 13:22; vision of the Lord Ezek. 1:26-27; eyes of Christ Rev. 1:14). What truth, concept 
or principle is being conveyed with this imagery? How should this affect us when we approach 
the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
5.  In 1 John 1:5, it declares that God is Light, and the lampstand symbolizes this as well. Light is 
a dominant theme throughout the Bible. Believers are even called the light of the world. What 
characteristics of light should we have in our lives? Discuss and support your answer. 
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How	  to	  Use	  This	  Resource	  
The Shores Scrolls	  is	  a	  spiritual	  formation	  tool	  that	  helps	  you	  connect	  the	  weekend	  sermon	  to	  
the	  rest	  of	  your	  week.	  It	  is	  designed	  for	  individual	  study,	  small	  group	  interaction,	  and	  family	  
conversation	  around	  God’s	  word.	  
	  
Publisher	  
Atlantic	  Shores	  Baptist	  Church	  
1861	  Kempsville	  Road	  
Virginia	  Beach,	  VA	  23464	  
atlanticshores.org	  
	  
Mission	  
Making	  disciples	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  who	  go	  and	  make	  disciples	  
	  
Share	  the	  Scrolls	  
You	  are	  permitted	  and	  encouraged	  to	  reproduce	  and	  distribute	  The Shores Scrolls	  in	  physical	  
form,	  in	  its	  entirety	  or	  in	  unaltered	  excerpts,	  as	  long	  as	  you	  do	  not	  charge	  a	  fee.	  For	  posting	  
online,	  please	  use	  only	  unaltered	  excerpts	  (not	  the	  content	  in	  its	  entirety)	  and	  provide	  a	  
hyperlink	  to	  the	  specific	  resource.	  
	  

	  
 


