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2
Come and See
Jesus wants people to follow Him in faith and truth.

JOHN 1:40-51 
MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 1:43b

S E S S I O N  2

STUDY John 1:40-51, noting how different 

people responded to news about Jesus. Use 

Explore the Text on pages 25-29 to gain insight 

into the meaning of these responses. Consider 

what it means to follow Jesus today. 

CREATE a teaching plan for your group using 

the ideas on pages 30-32. Focus on helping the 

group gain a deeper understanding of Jesus 

through studying the different names and titles 

given to Him. Look for ways of using the Key 

Doctrine to help group members understand 

their role in inviting others to “come and 

see” Jesus. 

GATHER the following items:

   Extra Personal Study Guides (PSGs) 

    Paper and pens

    Any materials needed for the options 

on page 32.

CONSULT the Explore the Bible website for 

ways to use a current news event to start and 

conclude the session (goExploreTheBible.com/

LeaderExtras). 

REINFORCE the session by following up with 

anyone who spoke with you after group time 

about wanting to follow Jesus.
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 FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us are a little skeptical when it comes to promises made to us, 
with our experiences getting in the way. We want to trust the one making 
the promise or their product, but we’ve been let down too many times. We 
just can’t do it. Some people approach spiritual matters with this same 
hopeful skepticism, keeping their distance due to past experiences. The 
best response we can make may very well be to come and see, which is what 
the early followers of Jesus told others as well. 

(In PSG, p . 19) How does a person’s past experience get in the way of them 
following Jesus?

 UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
JOHN 1:19-51

Jesus’s encounter with His earliest disciples occurred in the context of 
John the Baptist’s ministry. John was designated by God as the forerunner 
of the Messiah. Representatives from the Jewish leaders confronted John 
over his authority to baptize if he were not the Christ or a prophet returned 
from the dead, but he never sought their approval. His commission was 
bestowed by the One who sent him to point out the true Messiah. 

John baptized with water, but the Messiah would baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. In humility, John acknowledged he was not even worthy to untie the 
Messiah’s sandals. Consequently, when Jesus asked to be baptized, John 
initially refused. He only consented when Jesus insisted on fulfilling all 
righteousness (Matt. 3:13-17). After the baptism, John testified that he 
witnessed the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus as the voice of God declared 
Him to be God’s Son. Later, John pointed some of his own followers toward 
Jesus as the Lamb of God.

Two of these disciples immediately left John and followed Jesus. One 
of them was Andrew. After spending the day with Jesus, Andrew became 
convinced that Jesus was indeed the Christ. He took this good news to his 
brother and brought Simon to Jesus. This encounter was the first of several 
meetings that culminated in a change in Simon’s identity and purpose as 
the fisherman became Peter, the fisher of men.

Leaving the area around the Jordan River, Jesus traveled to Galilee, 
probably accompanied by Peter and Andrew. They lived in Bethsaida on the 
northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Arriving in their hometown, Jesus 
invited Philip, another resident of Bethsaida, to follow him. Like Andrew, 
Philip’s first reaction was to introduce a friend—Nathanael—to Jesus. At 

KEY DOCTRINE

Evangelism and 
Missions
It is the duty of every child 
of God to seek constantly 
to win the lost to Christ by 
verbal witness undergirded 
by a Christian lifestyle. 
(See Isaiah 6:8; Acts 1:8.)

BIBLE SKILL

Connect Old Testament prophecy 
to New Testament fulfillment.

Study the following passages 
and relate each to an aspect of 
fulfillment in Jesus’s life: Genesis 
3:15; 12:3; Deuteronomy 18:15; 
Numbers 24:17; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 
7:14; 9:7; 53:3; and Jeremiah 
31:15. What aspects of Jesus are 
identified that prove He is the 
Christ, the Son of God? How do 
these verses make a case that 
Jesus was the Messiah?
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first, Nathanael was skeptical, but, upon meeting Jesus, he quickly became 
a believer.

Jesus did not call His disciples randomly. He had a purpose for each 
one. Some, like Andrew and Philip, were early adopters. Others, like Peter 
and Nathanael, took some convincing. We should be patient when people 
do not readily respond to our witness. Like John the Baptizer, we can 
simply share what we have experienced and trust the Holy Spirit to draw 
them to Jesus.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
ANDREW AND PETER (JOHN 1:40-42)

Verse 40  
John often wrote about the past from a present perspective. Andrew was 
not the more prominent of two brothers, though he was the first to follow 
Jesus. John still called him Simon Peter’s brother. When Andrew first met 
Jesus, Peter was still known only as Simon. John inserted the second name, 
knowing what Jesus would do when they met.

We do not know the name of the second of John’s disciples who 
accompanied Andrew. Some scholars believe it was John. One argument for 
this assertion is John’s refusal to name himself. If so, he probably followed 
Andrew’s example and shared the news with his brother, James. 

In this story, John focused on Andrew. He had heard John the Baptist 
talk about the One who was superior to him. Andrew watched as his teacher 
pointed people to Jesus and listened as he declared Him to be the Lamb of 
God. Andrew needed no other proof. He simply followed Christ.

Verse 41  
The context (vv. 37-39) reveals that Andrew and his companion asked where 
Jesus was staying. When Jesus responded with “Come and you’ll see,” they 
spent the rest of the day with him. Since it was about four in the afternoon, 
they likely stayed overnight at the guest house where Jesus was visiting. 
The following day, Andrew excitedly decided to share this good news.

In three biblical vignettes of Andrew, he is always introducing someone 
to Jesus. In this first narrative, he first found his own brother Simon. The 
name Simon is another form of “Simeon,” while the verb found connotes a 
deliberate search. He did not go back to the other disciples of John and tell 
them about Jesus. Instead, Andrew went to Peter. Part of being a follower 
is becoming a finder. The natural inclination of someone who knows Christ 
is to want others to meet Him. 

The qualifier first emphasizes Andrew’s priority for reaching his brother. 
Once he had encountered Jesus himself, Andrew made it a priority to share 
this message with those closest to him. It is not clear if Simon also had 
been searching for the Messiah, but Andrew’s response reflects genuine 
love and concern for someone who needed to meet Jesus.

VERSE 40

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, was one of the 
two who heard John and 
followed him.

VERSE 41

41 He first found his own 
brother Simon and told 
him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which is 
translated “the Christ”),
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Likely, Andrew’s conversation with Simon was more lengthy than the 
five simple words that John recorded, but these were enough: We have 
found the Messiah. The Hebrew term Messiah was translated as the Christ 
in Greek. Jewish beliefs about the Messiah ranged from a conquering king 
with nationalistic goals to a priest with more spiritual applications. Later, 
Peter confessed that Jesus was indeed the Christ. Jesus commended this 
insight, though he also had to rebuke Peter’s misunderstanding of the 
Messiah’s role (Matt.16:13-23).

Verse 42  
Andrew was not satisfied telling his brother about finding the Messiah. 
He took things a step further and brought Simon to Jesus. Perhaps, in the 
same way that Jesus invited Andrew to “come and see,” Andrew wanted 
Simon to see Jesus for himself. 

As soon as Jesus saw him (Simon), He made a pronouncement that 
would change Simon’s life. He did not explain how He knew that this 
was Simon, son of John, but Jewish custom often identified individuals 
with their fathers. Obviously, in His omniscience, Jesus knew all things. 
Perhaps, too, Andrew had told Jesus he was going after his brother. 

In any case, Jesus made a prophetic declaration: You will be called 
•Cephas, the Aramaic form of the Greek name Peter. Both names refer to 
a stone or rock and gave Simon a new identity and a new life purpose in 
Christ. As he became Jesus’s disciple, he was almost universally called by 
this new name. 

Like Peter, our true identity is found in following Jesus. Some people 
are known by their family. Others are identified by their vocation. When 
we follow Christ, everything else becomes secondary. We should live so 
others might see us and say, “That’s a Christ follower.” 

(In PSG, p . 22) How does meeting Jesus give a person a new identity? 

PHILIP (JOHN 1:43-46)

Verse 43  
The next day would have been the third day after John the Baptist pointed 
Andrew to Jesus. The context indicates that Jesus had been in the area for 
several days, having come to the Jordan to be baptized by John. He also 
knew He would meet Andrew and Simon, and perhaps John and James, on 
this trip. Jesus was deliberate in each move He made. Having accomplished 
His purpose at the Jordan, Jesus decided to leave for •Galilee. 

Jesus’s hometown of Nazareth was in south-central Galilee, a region 
ranging north of Samaria and reaching nearly to Tyre. Galilee was bordered 
on the east by the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of Tiberias or the 
Sea of Gennesaret.  

VERSE 42

42 and he brought 
Simon to Jesus.  When 
Jesus saw him, he said, 
“You are Simon, son 
of John. You will be 
called Cephas” (which is 
translated “Peter”).

VERSE 43

43 The next day Jesus 
decided to leave for 
Galilee. He found Philip 
and told him, “Follow 
me.”
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Andrew sought Jesus, but Jesus searched for Philip, as indicated by 
the term found. Jesus didn’t merely happen upon Philip. He intentionally 
looked for him. The text does not describe a conversation between the two, 
although Jesus may have talked with Philip before telling him, “Follow Me.” 
Rather than a mere invitation, Jesus’s remark contained the imperative of 
command. Philip could have declined, but he did not. He believed Jesus 
was the Christ and that was enough to commit his life to Him.

Verses 44-46  
We do not know exactly where in Galilee Jesus found Philip. Perhaps He 
went to •Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter, because Philip 
was from the same community. Situated on the northern coast of the Sea of 
Galilee, the name Bethsaida means “house of fish” or “house of fishermen.” 
Since Peter, James, and John were commercial fishermen, the town’s 
identity appears fitting for a location with an abundance of fish. However, 
there is no indication that Philip was also a fisherman.

Like Andrew, Philip responded by seeking out his friend, •Nathanael. 
Just as Jesus sought and found Philip, Philip intentionally found Nathanael. 
Scripture does not say much about Nathanael outside of this incident. He is 
mentioned as being from Cana, another city in Galilee (John 21:2). In this 
narrative, Nathanael may have been visiting Philip in Bethsaida. 

Before taking his friend to Jesus, Philip testified, “We have found the 
one Moses wrote about in the Law.” Use of the plural pronoun we suggests 
Andrew, Peter, and others were part of Philip’s encounter with Jesus. While 
Philip did not use the title “Messiah,” his statement the one Moses wrote 
about was a clear reference to the Christ. Philip referred to the writings 
about the Messiah found in the Mosaic law and the prophets. After His 
resurrection, Jesus walked with two disciples on the way to Emmaus and 
taught them using the books of Moses and the Prophets (Luke 24:27). 

Philip spoke of Jesus as being the son of Joseph and from •Nazareth. 
We understand that Joseph was Jesus’s step-father since God was His true 
Father. However, these early followers had yet to understand this deeper 
truth about Jesus’s nature. Philip naturally identified Jesus with Joseph 
and Nazareth as a manner of custom (Matt. 1:16; Luke 1:27). 

Instead of responding with excitement at the prospect of meeting the 
Messiah, Nathanael was more skeptical, focusing on Jesus’s hometown. He 
wondered whether anything good could come from that village. The word 
good connotes moral character. We do not know the source of Nathanael’s 
bias against Nazareth. He may have been thinking about Messianic 
prophecies related to Bethlehem rather than Nazareth. Or, as with modern 
society, people were associated with the city where they grew up, not where 
they were born. 

Philip did not try to argue with Nathanael. Debates rarely win people 
to Christ. He simply invited his friend to “come and see.” Only a personal 
encounter with Jesus would suffice, but that would be enough. While 
apologetics and personal testimonies have value in responding to doubts, 
ultimately Christ Himself is the answer.  

VERSES 44-46

44 Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the 
hometown of Andrew 
and Peter.45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told 
him, “We have found 
the one Moses wrote 
about in the law (and 
so did the prophets): 
Jesus the son of Joseph, 
from Nazareth.” 46 “Can 
anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Nathanael 
asked him. “Come and 
see,” Philip answered.
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(In PSG, p . 24) How might have a person’s preconceived notions about  
Jesus affect his or her willingness to follow Jesus? 

NATHANAEL (JOHN 1:47-51)

Verses 47-49 
As Nathanael approached, Jesus affirmed his character. His remarks may 
have been spoken in the company of other disciples, but they were directed 
to Nathanael. The word here translates an expression that could also be 
rendered “behold” or “look.” This term involves an exclamation not of 
surprise but of confirmation.  

Jesus did not use their meeting to defend Himself against Nathanael’s 
doubts or disparagement. Instead, He declared Nathanael was an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit. Some authorities interpret Jesus’s statement to 
mean Nathanael was a true son of Jacob who lived according to the Torah. 
However, the literal meaning more directly described Nathanael’s integrity. 
The word deceit suggests guile or craftiness, especially in term of setting 
a snare to entrap someone else.  Nathanael had come to Jesus genuinely 
wanting to investigate Philip’s assertions.

Nathanael naturally was curious about how this stranger knew anything 
about him, much less make such a strong statement. His question, “How 
do you know me?” was not sarcastic. Instead, it reflected an honest inquiry. 
Jesus’s answer was even more astonishing than His original declaration. 
Jesus said He had seen Nathanael before Philip called him. He identified 
the setting as under the fig tree. 

Jesus did not explain what He saw. We understand that in His divine 
omniscience Jesus knew everything about Nathanael. Some commentators 
suggest a fig tree would have been common in household courts and would 
make a good place for contemplation. Perhaps he was praying, which would 
have fit naturally into the Messiah hearing his petitions. 

The primary point of Jesus’s statement was not to incite speculation 
about Nathanael’s activity, but it was meant to demonstrate Jesus’s specific 
knowledge of Nathanael. Such knowledge could not have been commonly 
obtained by a passerby. Something about the scene beneath the fig tree 
convinced Nathanael that Jesus possessed supernatural insight. 

Nathanael’s reply contained three confessions. First, he referred 
to Jesus as Rabbi. This title went further than a reference to a religious 
teacher. It implied a master addressing a servant. Nathanael was placing 
himself under Jesus’s authority and tutelage. 

Nathanael’s second statement took a massive leap. From Rabbi, 
Nathanael jumped all the way to declaring Jesus to be the Son of God. Philip 
had simply said Jesus was the son of Joseph. Nathanael understood Him 
to be much more. He realized that only someone with divine omniscience 
could have known what Jesus described. The title Son of God implied 

VERSES 47-49

47 Then Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming 
toward him and said 
about him, “Here truly 
is an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit.”  
48 “How do you know 
me?” Nathanael asked. 
“Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the 
fig tree, I saw you,” Jesus 
answered. 49 “Rabbi,” 
Nathanael replied, “You 
are the Son of God; you 
are the King of Israel!”
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equality with God, something that would have been blasphemy if it were 
not true. Jesus’s claims to be equal with the Father ultimately became the 
rallying cry of His accusers and led to His crucifixion (John 5:18).

Only the Son of God could be the Messiah. Thus Nathanael’s third 
confession was that Jesus was King of Israel. Such a declaration, public or 
private, would have raised accusations of treason. Nathanael’s total lack of 
guile empowered him to proclaim Jesus’s right to that authority. 

(In PSG, p . 25) What role does fulfilled prophecy play in a person’s 

willingness to follow Jesus?

Verses 50-51  
We might imagine Jesus smiled when He responded to Nathanael. John 
noted that Jesus promised that Nathanael would see greater things than 
this. Whether Nathanael can be identified with Bartholomew (as some 
scholars believe) or one of the other disciples, he certainly accompanied 
Jesus. He was present with some of Jesus’s disciples near this same location 
following the resurrection (John 21:2). Likely, Nathanael also was an 
eyewitness to Jesus’s ascension into heaven (Acts 1:9). And, as an apostle 
fulfilling the Great Commission, he certainly saw God’s amazing acts.

Jesus used a double emphasis to highlight His promise: Truly I tell you. 
What He had said would surely come to pass. Nathanael would see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man. 
Again, Son of Man was a familiar self-reference for Jesus, but it in no way 
diminished His standing as the Son of God. If anything, Jesus’s reference 
to Jacob’s vision in Genesis 28 would remind listeners that heaven met 
earth in Him. While Jacob experienced God at Bethel (“house of God”), 
people would now approach God through Christ.

Believers can be assured of the truth of Jesus’s identity. We do not have 
to witness the heavens opening or angels descending. The testimonies of 
reliable eyewitnesses have resonated through the centuries via inspired 
Scripture. In addition, our spirits bear witness through the imprint of the 
Holy Spirit’s conviction. 

Only the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of Man, and Son of God can 
transform our lives. As He has done in us, He wants to do in others. For 
that to happen, we need to be as effective in sharing our testimony as 
Andrew and Philip were in sharing their stories.

(In PSG, p . 26) How does Jesus offer His followers assurance that  
He is the Son of God? 

VERSES 50-51

50 Jesus responded to 
him, “Do you believe 
because I told you I saw 
you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater 
things than this.”  
51 Then he said, “Truly 
I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending 
and descending on the 
Son of Man.”
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

FOCUS ATTENTION
BEGIN: As the group arrives, invite them to 
share a time that a product or experience 
failed to live up to its promises or reviews. 
Allow them to express how that made 
them feel about the product and also about 
the source of the reviews or description.   

DISCUSS: Once most of the group 
has arrived, direct attention to the 
introductory paragraph on page 19 of 
the Personal Study Guide (PSG). Discuss 
the accompanying question: How does a 
person’s past experiences get in the way 
of them following Jesus? Point out that 
just as we can become skeptical of products 
and reviews that don’t deliver on their 
promises, some people become skeptical 
about Jesus due to past experiences with 
religion or people who claim to follow Him.  

TRANSITION: Explain that none of us are 
responsible for having all the answers when 
others are skeptical about following Jesus. But 
we do have a responsibility to invite others to 
“come and see” Jesus for themselves. In this 
session, we will see how some early disciples 
responded to this simple invitation. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
INTRODUCE: Use Understand the 
Context (PSG, p. 20) to explain how 
John the Baptist pointed others to Jesus. 
Emphasize that two of John’s own disciples 
immediately followed Jesus. One of these 
was Andrew, Simon’s brother. The other 
is not identified, but was likley John, the 
writer of this Gospel. 

REVIEW: Direct the group to scan verses 
29-39 to find titles or descriptions of Jesus. 
Note that John the Baptist identified Him 
as “Son of God” and “Lamb of God,” while 
John’s disciples called Jesus, “Rabbi.”

CHALLENGE: Pass out paper and pens. 
Instruct the group to draw four columns 
and label them, “Title,” “Meaning,” 
“Speaker,” “Revealed.” As we read John 1:40-
51, look for other titles given to Jesus. We will 
consider what each one reveals about Jesus and 
about the person who attributed it to Jesus. 

READ: Call for a volunteer to read aloud 
John 1:40-42 as the group listens for how 
people are named and described. Use the 
comments explaining “followed” under 
verse 40 (PSG, p. 21) to connect this verse 
with the disciples’ use of “Rabbi” in verse 
37. Lead a brief discussion about what it 
means to follow Jesus and how that differs 
from seeing Him only as a teacher.  

STUDY: Guide the group to add “Messiah” 
to their lists. Direct them to scan the PSG 
content for verses 41-42 (p. 21) with a 
partner and to use this information to fill 
in the other columns for “Messiah.” Invite 
volunteers to share what they discussed. 

DISCUSS: Point out that Andrew did not 
merely tell his brother, Simon, about Jesus. 
Emphasize that he introduced Simon to 
Jesus. Ask: What challenges do we face 
when telling family members about Jesus? 
How can Andrew’s actions serve as a 
model for us? 

PROBE: Summarize the information about 
Simon’s new name that is found on page 22 
of the PSG. Ask: How does meeting Jesus 
give a person a new identity? (PSG, p. 22)

TRANSITION: So far, we’ve seen John the 
Baptist and Andrew witness to Jesus. But John 
also highlighted the testimony of Philip.

READ: Read John 1:43-46. Direct 
the group to consider the differences 
between Philip and Nathanael revealed in 
these verses. 
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IDENTIFY: Invite the group to add to their 
lists any names or phrases used to identify 
Jesus in these verses. Direct them to review 
pages 22-23 of the PSG to understand 
the meaning of these names and phrases. 
Encourage the group to discuss what this 
might reveal about Philip. 

DISCUSS: Lead the group in comparing 
Philip and Nathanael in verses 43-46. 
Allow a volunteer to read the Did You 
Know? feature (PSG, p. 23) to learn 
more about Nathanael. Point out that 
Nathanael’s skepticism may have been 
connected to Nazareth’s reputation 
as lacking culture or to its apparent 
insignificance. Nathanael likely expected the 
Messiah to come from somewhere mentioned 
in Messianic texts. But at this point, none of 
the disciples had made the connection to Jesus’s 
birth in Bethlehem. 

HIGHLIGHT: Read the last paragraph in 
this section (PSG, p. 24). Highlight Philip’s 
invitation for Nathanael to “Come and see.” 

ASK: How might a person’s preconceived 
notions about Jesus affect his or her 
willingness to follow Him? (PSG, p. 24)

FOLLOW-UP: What can we learn from 
how Philip responded to someone else’s 
skepticism or doubts about Jesus?

TRANSITION: Philip didn’t argue or debate. He 
just encouraged Nathanael to meet Jesus and 
make up his own mind. That simple invitation 
became a turning point in Nathanael’s life.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 
1:47-51. Encourage the group to listen for 
how Nathanael’s attitude changed during 
his encounter with Jesus. 

COMPARE: Discuss why change can be 
so hard sometimes. Ask: What changed 
Nathanael’s mind about Jesus? Emphasize 
the impact that being seen and known by 
Jesus had on Nathanael. 

EXAMINE: Point out Jesus’s reference to the 
fig tree and allow class members to suggest 
why that is siginficant. Use the information 
on page 25 of the PSG to explain what 
“under the fig tree” said about Nathanael 
and his character. Emphasize that John 
also used this account to further validate 
Jesus as God’s Son and the Messiah. 

LIST: Guide the group in completing their 
lists of titles with Jesus’s own description 
of Himself, “the Son of Man.”

ASSERT: This was a title Jesus liked to use for 
Himself because it revealed both His deity and 
His humanity. In this case, He was sharing that 
God would no longer reveal Himself in a single 
location, as He had when Jacob saw angels on 
the stairway at Bethel. Instead, the Father was 
revealing Himself through Christ the Son. 

ASK: How should this affect our lives as 
believers? Discuss responses.

SUMMARIZE AND 
CHALLENGE
REVIEW: Call attention to the application 
statements under Apply the Text (PSG, 
p. 27). Direct the group to read each 
statement and to identify a title, name, or 
description of Jesus that could relate to 
each. Allow a few volunteers to share. 

CHALLENGE: Challenge the group to 
consider what their lives say about Jesus. 
Choose one title from today’s list and use it in 
your prayer time this week. Ask God to help you 
live it out in a way that points others to Him. 
Share that you will be available to speak 
with anyone who wants to know more 
about following Jesus. 

PRAY: Conclude the group time with 
prayer, utilizing the names and titles of 
Jesus to praise Him. 
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OPTIONS
Use these options to supplement and enhance the group plans  
on the previous pages.

MUSIC

Provide lyrics for the hymn.

Lead the group in singing the hymn, “Just 
as I Am, Without One Plea,” by Charlotte 
Elliott. Point out how even amid doubts 
and fears, the author encourages her 
audience to “come” to the “Lamb of God.” 

WORD STUDY 

Gather Bible concordances.

Guide the group through a word study of 
“follow.” Invite them to identify verses that 
add to their understanding of the word, 
read them in context, and then share with 
the group. Include discussion about current 
uses of the word “follow.” (Examples: 
following social media accounts, a developing 
news story, or GPS directions) Talk about 
how modern uses help or hinder their 
understanding of “follow” in John 1. 

OBJECTS 

Gather “as seen on TV” type items.

Share your experience with an item that 
failed to live up to its advertising. Point out 
that these experiences can cause skepticism 
about a business or product. Facilitate a 
discussion about how past experiences 
make people skeptical of Jesus and how 
believers can show people who Jesus really 
is, so they can see for themselves.

AGREE OR DISAGREE

Guide the group to complete the Bible 
Skill on p. 26 of the PSG. Invite everyone 
to Agree or Disagree with this statement: 
Prophecy still plays a role in how we trust Jesus 
today. Discuss responses. 

VISUAL 

Display a picture of “Jacob’s Ladder” by 
William Blake. 

Invite the group to examine the painting 
as you read Genesis 28:10-18. Point out 
that Bethel means “house of God.” Lead a 
discussion about the connection between 
Jesus’s statement in John 1:51 and the 
story of Jacob. Emphasize how Jesus 
provides access to God. 

PHYSICAL PRESENTATION

Pre-enlist a volunteer to prepare a brief 
talk on the role of rabbis in first century 
Judaism. Lead the group on a walk 
(outside, if possible) as the presenter shares 
his or her information. Once you return to 
your learning space, point out that rabbis 
often taught as they moved. Talk about 
how the physical act of following affected 
their learning.

PERSONAL

Facilitate a time of quiet prayer and 
reflection. Direct the group to consider 
whom they need to invite to “come and see” 
Jesus. Encourage them to write down this 
person’s name in the Prayer Needs space 
on page 27 of their PSG and to spend time 
praying for a specific opportunity to speak 
to that person about Jesus. 

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources




