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UNIT 17  /   SESSION 2

A PEOPLE CLEANSED

Session Outline

1. The Lord will cleanse the impurities of His people (Zech. 13:1-4). 
2. The Lord will fight and win the victory for His people (Zech. 14:1-7). 
3. The Lord will reign with provision and security for His people (Zech. 14:8-11).

Background Passage: Zechariah 13–14

What Will My Group Learn?

A day is coming when God will win the victory for His people and reign over them forevermore.

How Will My Group See Christ?

The prophet Zechariah spoke of a day when the Lord would cleanse His people and reign over 
them in triumph. When Jesus returns, He will put an end to all sin and reign over creation in 
triumph and all who have trusted in Him will live securely with Him forevermore.

How Should My Group Respond?

Because the Lord is returning, we live with urgency each day telling all others about salvation 
found only in Him so that they too might experience His victory.
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Introduction

SETTING: God had set His people free from captivity in Babylon. Yet the 
people still needed spiritual renewal and repentance. Having returned to 
the land, the prophet Zechariah called God’s people to mourn over their 
sins. The Lord promised to give to His people a new spirit, one of grace, 
so they would be able to see the One who was coming to be “pierced” 
for their sins (Zech. 12:10). In the face of dark times, the Lord will remind 
His people that just as He won previous battles, He will win the future 
battle so that their future will be secure forever with Him.

DISCUSS: What are some reasons we decide to clean up our home, 
yard, or workspace? (we are procrastinating for another task; the 
mess has become too much for our own sensibilities; complaints from 
neighbors or the fear of their impressions about us; to avoid a fine; 
because we have company coming over and don’t want them to feel 
awkward or have to endure our own mess)

TRANSITION: Just like we want to clean things up when we have 
company coming, God’s people had to be cleansed before the Lord 
could come and dwell with them. Their sins had separated them from 
the Lord, both physically in exile and spiritually. But God’s desire to 
dwell with His people meant that He would have to cleanse them from 
their iniquities and prepare them so that His holy presence could live 
among them. 

OPTIONAL QUESTION: Since our sin creates a barrier between us 
and God, what should we do? (confess our sin and turn away from it; 
seek the Lord’s strength and help to have our desires, attitudes, and 
actions changed to conform to His ways; live according to His Word, not 
out of duty but out of love and honor)

GROUP TIME
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The Lord will cleanse the impurities of His 
people (Zech. 13:1-4).

1 “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. 

2 And on that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will cut off the names of 

the idols from the land, so that they shall be remembered no more. And 

also I will remove from the land the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness. 

3 And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will 

say to him, ‘You shall not live, for you speak lies in the name of the Lord.’ 

And his father and mother who bore him shall pierce him through when he 

prophesies. 4 On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when 

he prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive,

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Zechariah 13:1-4 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 1 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God foretold of a day when the hearts of His people would be restored 
and cleansed to follow Him perfectly.

DISCUSS: What responses should people have to God’s offer of forgiveness 
and cleansing from sin? (confess our sins to God and to each other; seek people 
to keep us accountable to holy living; stay rooted in Christian disciplines such as 
prayer, worship, and Bible study; a desire to share this good news with others)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 2-4 commentary to show how the result of personal 
transformation among God’s people will bring about renewed life among the 
community of God’s people (the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE #80: People of God: Scripture describes the 
church as “the people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and 
Gentile, the church is created by God through the atoning death of 
Christ. The term “church” is used in two senses—of individual local 
churches composed of people who have covenanted together under the 
lordship of Christ and of the universal church composed of all believers 
in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the church seeks to live under 
God’s ruling care while we are protected and cared for by Him.

TRANSITION: As God’s people experience the grace of cleansing, their 
treasuring of the Word of God will remind them that the Lord will fight their 
battles and be victorious for them. 

POINT 1

THE 
PROPHET ELIJAH 

Elijah was from Tishbeh, 
a town in Gilead. He was 
seen as hairy or wearing 
a hairy cloak and a 
leather belt (2 Kings 1:8). 
He was a prophet of God 
who spoke judgment 
against Ahab and the 
worshipers of Baal 
(1 Kings 17–18). God 
walked with him in 
challenging his enemies 
and miraculously took 
Elijah to be with Him, 
such that Elijah did 
not die but was carried 
from this earth in a 
whirlwind and a chariot 
of fire (2 Kings 2). Some 
false prophets claimed 
to be like Elijah when 
they were not.
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Commentary 

VERSE 1 / Though the people of Judah had 
returned to the land and had been follow-
ing the Lord’s plan for the rebuilding of the 
temple, Zechariah the prophet called the 
Lord’s people to continue in faithfulness to 
God. He called them to a purified heart, not 
merely a rebuilt temple. 

In Zechariah 13:1, the prophet pointed and 
looked forward to a future day when God 
would cleanse His people completely. “On 
that day” recalls a number of actions of the 
Lord listed in 12:3,4,6,8,9,11 and includes a 
promise that “the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem” (12:10; 13:1) would 
receive a spirit of grace and prayer. They 
will mourn over their sin but will find that 
a flood of tears cannot solve the problem 
of their sin (12:11). This day refers to the 
day when Christ returns, when He makes 
all things new, judging the righteous and 
unrighteous based on those who put their 
faith in Him and His saving work.

So on this day, what will wash away their 
sins if their tears cannot cleanse them? “A 
fountain opened,” Zechariah said, and it 
will flow continually. What this fountain, 
this inexhaustible well, would do is wash 
away sin and impurity from the people’s 
hearts and lives forever. 

Cleansing by the washing of water was a 
regular practice of the priesthood as the 
sprinkling of water was used to cleanse and 
purify themselves (Num. 8:7). King David 
also referred to being washed with water 
to be cleansed from sin (Ps. 51:2,7). Those 
who had come into contact with a dead 
body were to be sprinkled clean with water 
(Num. 19:12). Because the people had come 
into contact with death by piercing their 
very own God (Zech. 12:10), they needed to 
be cleansed. 1 Sin has corrupted everything, 
separating humanity from God. In some 
respects, the One who was pierced is the 
One from whom the fountain of cleansing 
would flow. 

VERSES 2-4 / Not only will there be 
personal renewal, but the people of God 

as a whole will seek the Lord and desire to 
live for Him. Instead of sin being allowed 
to flourish, God’s people, referring to the 
Israelites in history as well as the church 
today, will radically be cleansed of all iniq-
uity and sin.

“On that day” again connects back to 13:1, 
where the fountain of cleansing opens up 
and brings personal renewal. The result of 
the inner transformation that this cleans-
ing brings is a change in the people of God 
and their attitude towards idolatry and 
false prophecy. These sins, along with 
disobedience to God’s other commands, 
were predominant before the exile and 
resulted in God’s people being deported 
(see Ezek. 22:3-15). 

So great will be the removal of idolatry 
that it won’t be just carved images that 
are removed but the names of these idols 
as well. The power and characteristics 
of these idols that shaped the commu-
nity also will be removed so that they will 
become a thing of the past. 2 In addition, 
those who have prophesied falsely will be 
removed. The “spirit of uncleanness” that 
is referred to here is probably connected 
to the message of the false prophets and 
is contrary to “the spirit of grace and pleas 
for mercy” mentioned in 12:10. 

The penalty for idol worship and false 
prophets was death (see Deut. 13:6-11; 
18:20). So parents whose children promoted 
false prophecy were to rebuke their chil-
dren for speaking lies and were to “pierce 
him through.” The transformation of God’s 
people will be so thorough that they will not 
tolerate any falsehood. 

Finally, the community’s cleansing will 
result in the false prophets being ashamed 
that they spoke falsely. These false proph-
ets will stop wearing the prophetic clothing 
that makes them look like they are follow-
ing in Elijah’s footsteps (see 1 Kings 19:9; 
2 Kings 1:8). The purification of God’s 
people will result in loyalty to the Word of 
the Lord. No other word will be tolerated.
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The Lord will fight and win the victory for 
His people (Zech. 14:1-7).

1 Behold, a day is coming for the Lord, when the spoil taken from you will be 

divided in your midst. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to 

battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women 

raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall 

not be cut off from the city. 3 Then the Lord will go out and fight against 

those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day his feet shall 

stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the 

Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, 

so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half 

southward. 5 And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley 

of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the 

earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will 

come, and all the holy ones with him. 6 On that day there shall be no light, 

cold, or frost. 7 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, 

neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Zechariah 14:1-7 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 1-3 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Zechariah reminded the hopeless nation of Judah that the Lord fights 
for His people in His timing, and He is always victorious.

DISCUSS: What are some ways we can remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness 
and eternal victory in the midst of our trials? (recall from God’s Word His 
promises to be faithful; remember that He will never leave nor forsake us; 
remember His past victories over His enemies; know that Christ’s return will 
bring ultimate joy)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 4-7 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

The day of the Lord points to Christ’s return, when He will judge the 
nations and gather His people in final triumph on an undisclosed day.

TRANSITION: Because the Lord has cleansed His people and purchased their 
victory, He will reign over them and give them security with Him forever. 

POINT 2

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY

“ There are no ‘ifs’ in 
God’s world. And no 
places that are safer 
than other places. The 
center of His will is our 
only safety.” 3 

– Betsie ten Boom 
(1885-1944)

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



73

Commentary 

VERSES 1-3 / At the time of Zechariah’s 
visions, the Jewish community had few 
reasons to be hopeful. They had been 
reduced to a small insignificant province 
under the control of a larger empire. Their 
glory days under David and Solomon were 
long gone. Yet into this situation, the Lord 
gave His people an eternal perspective, lift-
ing their eyes from their present troubles 
so that they might see God’s purposes and 
live with hope. 4  

As this section begins, attention is drawn 
to what will happen in the future: “Behold.” 
What is described sounds similar to the 
Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem in 
586 BC, when Nebuchadnezzar tore down 
the walls of Jerusalem, took the sacred 
vessels from the temple, burned down the 
house of the Lord, and took the people into 
exile (see 2 Chron. 36:15-20). In a similar 
way, Zechariah saw that Jerusalem would 
be attacked, captured, houses looted, 
women raped, half the city taken into exile, 
and the plunder taken from the city would 
be divided in front of Jerusalem’s inhabit-
ants. The Lord had told His people through 
Moses that these would be the conse-
quences for disobeying Him and worship-
ing other gods (see Deut. 28:29-30). This 
disciplinary siege and conquest will take 
place on a day that only the Lord knows and 
has determined. On that day, the nations 
will be gathered to battle against Jerusalem 
for her sin. 

This apocalyptic language has resulted in 
many interpretations. Some believe that 
this passage should be taken literally. 
Others see this passage as being symbolic. 
Regardless of how one interprets the 
passage, what is clear is that a future day 
is coming—a day belonging to the Lord—
when judgment will come to the nations as 
well for their evil deeds as “the Lord will 
go out and fight against those nations as 
when he fights on a day of battle.” When 
everything appears to be hopeless, the Lord 
is faithful, and He will come to deliver His 
people, just as He had fought and rescued 
His people at the exodus and the conquest 

of the promised land (see Ex. 14:14; 15:1-21; 
Josh. 10:14,42; 23:3). 

VERSES 4-7 / “On that day,” we are told of 
how God will bring about His victory. He 
will return to Jerusalem as He promised to 
make it His faithful city, the city of those 
He loves and has saved (Zech. 8:3). Facing 
east towards the city, the Lord’s approach 
will mirror the entrances of other sanctu-
aries God set up, including Eden, the taber-
nacle, and the temple. Now Jerusalem is 
portrayed as a new sanctuary of the Lord. 5 
But His coming will shake the heavens and 
the earth when He plants His feet on the 
Mount of Olives. This mountain ridge east 
of Jerusalem will split in half when the Lord 
comes, creating a wide valley for the escape 
of His people, just as the waters of the Red 
Sea were split for the exodus and salvation 
of His people out of Egypt (Ex. 14:21). 

The newly formed valley will provide the 
remnant in Jerusalem with an escape route 
to Azal (an unknown place to the east of 
Jerusalem), allowing the people to flee like 
they did after an earthquake that shook 
Jerusalem in the days of Amos and Uzziah 
(see Amos 1:1-2). The result of this shak-
ing of the heavens and the earth will be 
the Lord’s return to Jerusalem with His 
holy angels. 

This unique day (v. 7) suggests that this 
event will take place when the light of the 
sun and moon will be darkened, a day 
only known by the Lord. His victory over 
His enemies will be complete and He will 
establish His reign forever. During Jesus’s 
time, when the disciples asked about that 
“day” as they sat on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus warned them to be watchful and 
faithful (Mark 13:1-23). He also said when 
the sun and moon darken and the powers 
in the heavens shake, then He will send 
out His angels to gather His people to 
Himself (Mark 13:24-27). The coming of 
the new heavens and new earth will be 
accomplished by the Lord in His timing, 
and Christ will bring the final victory for 
His people. 
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The Lord will reign with provision and 
security for His people (Zech. 14:8-11).

8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them 

to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea. It shall continue 

in summer as in winter. 9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth. 

On that day the Lord will be one and his name one. 10 The whole land 

shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. But 

Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to the 

place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel 

to the king’s winepresses. 11 And it shall be inhabited, for there shall never 

again be a decree of utter destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in security.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Zechariah 14:8-11 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 8-9 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

On the day of the Lord, a flow of water will cleanse the world as the Lord 
proclaims His ultimate kingship over all. 

DISCUSS: What are some ways you can show the world that Jesus is King 
over your life? (share the gospel of Jesus with others; obey Jesus’s commands 
throughout the Bible; live for the glory of God and not your own; praise Jesus in 
your words and deeds)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 10-11 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Zechariah spoke about the new Jerusalem, a place that will bring peace 
and security for God’s people on the day of the Lord at Christ’s return.

DISCUSS: How should the promise of Christ’s coming kingdom cause you 
to live today? (as holy people who desire to reflect lives that are worthy of the 
coming kingdom; telling others about Jesus Christ and His power to cleanse 
sinners from sin and give them victory over death; have an urgency to talk about 
the Lord with others around us) 

POINT 3

THE 
APOSTLE JOHN 

John, the brother of 
James, was a close 
friend of Jesus and 
one of the twelve 
disciples. He was there 
at the transfiguration 
of Jesus (Matt. 17:1-9) 
and was the one to 
whom Jesus entrusted 
the care of His mother, 
Mary, at His crucifixion 
(John 19:26-27). John 
was exiled to the island 
of Patmos, where he 
received the visions 
he recorded in the 
book of Revelation. He 
wrote five of the New 
Testament books.
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Commentary 

VERSES 8-9 / When the Lord secures His 
victory over the nations, a stream of “living 
waters shall flow out from Jerusalem.” 
The flow of water will be substantial—it 
will continue in the hot, dry summer and 
in the cool of winter. It will flow to the east 
(the Dead Sea) and to the west (the Medi-
terranean Sea). This water is described as 
“living” water—it is fresh and springing 
up, possibly from the cleansing fountain 
described in Zechariah 13:1. 

Because the Lord has shaken the earth by 
planting His feet on the Mount of Olives 
(14:4), His living water will flow without 
end. Just like water flowed from Eden 
(Gen. 2:10), now the waters that flow from 
Jerusalem express fruitfulness, abun-
dance, and blessing. 

As a display of His victory, the Lord will be 
king over the whole earth. Just as David 
would say that “the earth is the Lord’s” 
(Ps. 24:1), now His rule over the whole earth 
will be established by His defeat of the 
nations and the salvation He has brought 
for His people. For only He is the King of all 
the earth. Because the worship of idols and 
false prophets has been removed from the 
land (Zech. 13:2), only God’s name will be 
worshiped and adored. 

This picture of a life-giving stream flow-
ing from the city of God appears again in 
Revelation 22:1-2. The water that flows 
comes from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb down the middle of the city’s main 
street, giving abundance and life to the 
tree of life on each side of the river. The 
result of this pure flowing water is that 
it brings blessing and life to trees that 
produce leaves that are for the healing of 
the nations. Just as Zechariah saw a day 
when the Lord would reign, the apostle 
John saw a similar day coming that would 
show that the reign of God brings blessing 
to the entire world. 

VERSES 10-11 / The result of the Lord’s reign 
is that Jerusalem will be lifted up while the 
surrounding hill country will be brought 

low and become a plain. From the northern 
boundary of Judah (“Geba”) to its southern 
boundary (“Rimmon”), the rough places 
will become a plain as the glory of the Lord 
appears (cf. Isa. 40:4-5). Jerusalem’s eleva-
tion in this prophecy may suggest that the 
city of the great King has been restored to 
its rightful and prominent place as the capi-
tal of the Lord God. 

The result of the Lord’s reign will be that 
His people will return to dwell securely in 
the city and live there in complete peace. 
There will be no threat of the city’s destruc-
tion ever again because all of the things 
that were unworthy and ought to have 
been devoted to destruction will have been 
removed forever. Just like the people of 
God were to devote to destruction those 
things that the Lord called “detestable” 
in the conquest of the land of Canaan 
(cf. Deut. 7:25ff), so God has purified His 
city by removing all that is false and evil. 
Those who are considered unclean will 
not live there (14:21). Instead, the city will 
be secure and have abundance forever. 
Because God Himself will dwell with His 
people, the city will experience peace 
without end. 

Just like Zechariah, the apostle John had 
a vision of the holy city coming down from 
above. This city would join God and human-
ity together (Rev. 21:3). The curse that had 
been pronounced in Genesis 3 will finally 
be reversed once and for all, along with all 
the effects of the curse removed (Rev. 21:4). 
The Alpha and Omega will give the water of 
life to those who are thirsty (Rev. 21:6). And 
the city of God will not have any unclean 
person within its walls (Rev. 21:8). As the 
one true King, God’s victory over sin and 
death will have been accomplished and 
He shall reign forever and ever (Rev. 11:15). 
Even now, Christians wait for that blessed 
hope—the day when the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
comes to pass (Titus 2:13). 
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Because the Lord is returning, we live with urgency each day telling all 
others about salvation found only in Him so that they too might experience 
His victory .

Head: 

God is coming to dwell with His people . His victory over sin and death 
provide a way for sinners to live with their God in peace and security . His 
victory will secure His kingdom forever, where there will be no more sin 
or sorrow, disease or death, pain or persecution . Instead, God’s people will 
dwell with Him with the confidence that His truth has prevailed . 

How should Christ’s final victory give you encouragement for today? 

Heart: 

Our hearts should be moved with gratitude to the Lord for cleansing us 
from sin and preparing us an eternal home with Him . We should rejoice 
with gladness that though hardships will come our way, our future is 
secure in Christ when we have repented and turned from our sins, have 
trusted Him to be our Savior, and await His blessed hope to appear at 
Jesus’s return and the final resurrection . 

How will you express your gratitude for the Lord’s victory over sin? 

Hands: 

Because Christ is coming again, we have been given His ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor . 5:16–6:2) . We should urgently plead with others 
around us, in a winsome and wise way, that they would understand 
that a day of judgment is coming, and only those who trust in the Lord 
Jesus will be delivered from sin and death . Everyone who believes in 
Jesus can experience His victory and live in the fullness of His joy now 
and forevermore .

With whom will you share God’s mighty works to restore, save, and 
provide for sinners?

MY RESPONSE 

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY

“ Lo! He comes with 
clouds descending, 
once for ev’ry sinners 
slain; thousand, 
thousand saints 
attending swell the 
triumph of his train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ reveals his 
endless reign.” 6 

– Charles Wesley 
(1707-1788)
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EXTRA

Point 1:  The Lord will cleanse the impurities of His 
people (Zech. 13:1-4).

Commentary

“God not only offers grace and forgiveness but also cleansing from the impure stains of past 
rebellion, especially in connection with false prophecy and idolatry. The challenge of false 
prophecy and idolatry was fundamentally a challenge to God’s sovereignty. Through such 
means, the people were desirous of spiritual knowledge without the ‘constraints’ of relationship 
with their covenant God. In the New Testament this cleansing is provided through the sacrifice 
of Christ on the cross applied through the work of the Holy Spirit.” 7 

Illustration

Before you meet as a group, locate and bring a piece of stained cloth. Hold it up for everyone to 
see. Discuss how some stains are on the surface while others actually work their way into the 
weave of the fabric, becoming almost impossible to remove. Some stains require scrubbing with 
soap and sunlight to pull out the dirt, while others can only be removed by bleach and water in 
the wash.

Sin is like a deep stain that has worked its way into the very fibers of the fabric of our lives. 
These stains cannot be removed by a little effort; it requires a deep washing and cleansing. The 
purifying work that is needed can’t come by a little scrubbing, nor can it come by the shedding 
of many tears. What we need is the fountain that flows from Immanuel’s side. Because of 
Christ’s shed blood, the penalty and power of sin’s stain is dealt with so that we might be able 
to come into the presence of a most holy God. This is how the writer of Hebrews understood 
Christ’s washing: “Since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:21-22). Just as the priest could not come into 
the presence of God in the tabernacle or temple without the ceremonial washing, it is the same 
for us today. Christ’s blood washes us clean so that we can come before a perfect and holy God. 
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EXTRA

Point 2:  The Lord will fight and win the victory for 
His people (Zech. 14:1-7).

Commentary

“One of the greatest examples of God’s deliverance was the parting of the Red Sea during the 
exodus. Moses and the Israelites were trapped against that body of water, but God drove back 
the waves and made a passage for their escape, destroying Pharaoh and his chariots when they 
tried to follow. In a like manner, now the Lord will part the Mount of Olives to provide an escape 
toward the east.” 8 

Commentary

“After the initial success of the nations, the Lord himself will come to fight against them to 
save the righteous remnant (14:3; see 9:14-15; 12:9). He will appear as a divine warrior, just as he 
has done in the past (see Josh 10:14). The Messiah will physically stand on the Mount of Olives 
(14:4a). This is the very place to which God’s glory departed before the temple was destroyed 
in 587 bc (Ezek 10:18-19; 11:22-24), the place where Jesus spoke with his disciples concerning 
the end times (Matt 24), and the place from which he ascended into heaven (Acts 1:12). It will 
also be the place to which he returns. When he again stands on the Mount of Olives, it will 
split in two from east to west, forming a great valley (14:4b). This will provide an escape route 
along which his people can flee from their enemies, just as their ancestors fled the earthquake 
in King Uzziah’s time (see Amos 1:1; Rev 16:18-19). The Lord himself will then come with his 
holy ones, that is, his saints and angels to destroy his enemies (14:5; Isa 66:15-16; Matt 16:27; 
24:30-31; 25:31).” 9 

Illustration

Escape rooms have become incredibly popular. Have someone from the group describe their 
experience in an escape room. Have them recount how they had to put together various clues 
and pieces to find their way out of a room. If no one has had this experience, describe the 
modern phenomenon: People are locked in a room, and during a set period of time, they are to 
figure out various clues in order that will enable them to leave the room. If they are successful, 
they will find an access code or key that allows them to escape and succeed.

Imagine not having any clues to be able to escape, no resources to enable you to flee, and being 
in a situation where you are not able to free yourself. While an escape room is a fun group 
activity, being stuck in a situation where there is harm or danger looming can cause great worry 
and fear. In the Scriptures, the Lord’s people often found themselves in situations that were 
impossible to escape from by their own human strength and ingenuity. Rather, the Lord was the 
only One who could intervene and deliver His people from harm and danger. Those situations 
that seemed impossible were actually the means for God to display His salvation so that no one 
would boast in their strength but in the Lord alone.

Because the Lord’s promise is that we will be delivered, we should trust Him that He will 
provide a way of escape in the moment by moment trials and temptations we experience in life 
(1 Cor. 10:13). 
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Point 3:  The Lord will reign with provision and 
security for His people (Zech. 14:8-11).

Commentary

“Hope is also strengthened by looking forward. In passages such as this, Scripture encourages 
us to do so by providing glimpses of the glory that is yet to be. In this way we will be stirred up 
to that eager, almost impatient, expectation that characterizes the whole creation as it waits for 
the sons of God to be revealed (Rom. 8:19,23). Looking forward also helps us to regain a right, 
God-centered perspective on life. The emphasis is on what the LORD will do on that day, on what 
he will be seen to be. It is the vindication of his name and the establishment of his rights that 
fires the soul of the faithful.” 10 

Illustration

Children often latch onto a faint promise and get incredible hope of something coming in the 
future. Consider a time when someone may have made a promise to you as a child, such as 
when you may have heard that the family “might” take a vacation to a prominent theme park. 
These hints or suggestions of what might be creates a waiting, a deep anticipation with a sense 
of certainty that it will happen. 

Our use of the word “hope” can often be confusing to people. When we use the word “hope” 
today, it can imply a wishful thinking, a desire with expectation that something might happen in 
the future. It often has a sense of uncertainty about it.

But with the Lord, Christians ought to have a certain hope. Christian hope is rooted in the 
certain promises of God. He will keep His word. He will accomplish all that He says He will do. 
Like a child who latches onto a faint promise, Christians should latch onto the promises of God 
with the sure and certain expectation that the Lord never fails in keeping His promises. While 
the timing may not be what we expect, the Lord is not slow in keeping His promises, as some 
understand slowness (see 2 Peter 3:9). 
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