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UNIT 16  /   SESSION 3

GOD’S JUDGMENT 
OF THE PRIDEFUL

Session Outline

1. The Lord confronts those who profane that which is holy (Dan. 5:1-8). 
2. The Lord rebukes those who exalt themselves instead of Him (Dan. 5:22-24). 
3. The Lord judges those who are found to be deficient (Dan. 5:25-30).

Background Passage: Daniel 5

What Will My Group Learn?

God stands against the proud and will humble them.

How Will My Group See Christ?

King Belshazzar’s pride led him to profane the temple’s holy vessels, and he was judged for his 
sin. Jesus’s humility led Him to come to earth so that He might be profaned by humanity and 
become the sinless sacrifice judged for the sins of the world.

How Should My Group Respond?

Because Jesus humbled Himself to be judged in our place, we seek to cast aside all pride, 
exalting Jesus as the Savior of the world every opportunity we get.
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N OT ES

Introduction

SETTING: Previously, we looked at Daniel 1, where we saw young Daniel 
and his three friends resolve to be faithful to God. In this session, we 
jump ahead a few decades to Daniel as an older man. Because of his 
resolve to remain faithful to the Lord, God blessed him and his time 
in exile. Here we will see God once again use Daniel as the conduit of 
His revelation as he pronounces judgment on King Belshazzar for his 
stubborn and foolish pride.

INSTRUCT: Ask your group to think about someone they know who has 
high character and humility. And then ask them to think of someone 
they know who doesn’t.

DISCUSS: How do you think people end up with either good or bad 
character? (their actions over time; the people they spend time with; 
acknowledging God’s rule over the earth or refusing to recognize this 
truth; their view of themselves in realistic ways or prideful ways)

TRANSITION: Today’s biblical story doesn’t focus much on Daniel. 
But God used Daniel’s giftings to shed light on His judgment of King 
Belshazzar, a man of foolish pride and very low moral and spiritual 
character. He believed himself to be above God, so much so that he 
chose to challenge God. But this challenge, as we’ll see in today’s 
session, did not go well for him.

OPTIONAL QUESTION: What are some things we can do to stop 
ourselves from giving in to our sinful, foolish pride? (study God’s Word 
to know God more and who we are in light of Him; surround ourselves 
with godly people to keep us accountable; spend time in prayer asking 
God to show us where we need to grow)

GROUP TIME

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



34 Unit 16  /  Session 3  /  God’s Judgment of the Prideful

N OT ES

The Lord confronts those who profane that 
which is holy (Dan. 5:1-8).

1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank 

wine in front of the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, 

commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his 

father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king 

and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then 

they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, 

the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and 

his concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine and praised the gods 

of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 5 Immediately the fingers 

of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king’s 

palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 

6 Then the king’s color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs 

gave way, and his knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring 

in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared 

to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its 

interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around 

his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king’s 

wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or make known to 

the king the interpretation.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 5:1-8 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 1-4 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG]):

King Belshazzar’s pride and foolishness led him to dismiss and disdain 
the one and only holy God.

DISCUSS: What are some ways you see an attitude of pride in our world 
today? (in our culture’s response to abortion; in how people don’t see God’s 
image in every person; in the way people treat the Word of God; in people’s 
denial and rejection of God’s commands and design for sexuality)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 5-8 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God’s judgment was coming for Belshazzar because of his sin, idolatry, 
and lack of reverence for God and His holiness.

TRANSITION: Belshazzar’s foolish pride was evident in his actions, but he did not 
yet understand his offense—this earthly king had set himself up as greater than 
the God of Israel, the sovereign Creator of everyone and everything.

POINT 1

THE ARTICLES 
FROM THE TEMPLE

When Nebuchadnezzar 
laid siege to Jerusalem 
and took people into 
captivity around 605 BC, 
he also took vessels 
from the house of God 
(cups, bowls, pitchers, 
etc.) and took them to 
the treasury of his god 
in Babylon (Dan. 1:2). 
Later, at the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the 
temple in 586 BC, 
he completed the 
job (2 Chron. 36:18). 
Here, Belshazzar had 
the audacity to use 
these holy vessels for 
his pleasure.
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Commentary 

VERSES 1-4 / In Daniel 5, we are immedi-
ately introduced to a new historical figure. 
Belshazzar is described as the successor 
and son of Nebuchadnezzar, which entails 
a loose but historically acceptable render-
ing of “predecessor” or “father.” His biologi-
cal father, Nabonidus, reigned as king, 
but Belshazzar did reign as a co-ruler. At 
this time, Nabonidus had been defeated 
in battle by King Darius and the Persian 
army. 1 As regent, Belshazzar ruled from 
Babylon in his father’s stead, but as the 
end of this chapter suggests, the Persian 
army was sitting on the doorstep of Baby-
lon ready to complete its conquest. 

Belshazzar, unfortunately, was a foolish, 
prideful man. In the first four verses of 
Daniel 5, Belshazzar did three things that 
put his arrogance on display, ultimately 
sealing his fate as a conquered king.

First, Belshazzar threw a party with one 
thousand of his nobles. Now, this wasn’t 
out of the norm for a Babylonian king. 
But the fact that he threw this party with 
the mighty Persian army knocking on his 
door shows that he was, at a minimum, 
out of touch with reality or too prideful to 
think he could be conquered. So instead of 
preparing for that fight, he threw a party, 
presumably as a morale booster.

The next thing he did was drink and get 
drunk in front of his party guests. While 
this may seem insignificant, it wasn’t 
customary for a Babylonian king to be in 
full sight of his party guests, let alone be 
seen drinking and getting drunk. 2 Maybe 
kings didn’t do that for their own protec-
tion or it just wasn’t dignified. Nonethe-
less, Belshazzar, wanting to be seen and 
heard, chose not to listen to the wisdom of 
past kings.

Finally, in his foolish pride, he commanded 
that vessels from the temple in Jerusalem 
be brought out to drink from. This was his 
way of saying that he didn’t fear the God of 
the Hebrews. He then proceeded to praise 
his Babylonian idols while he drank wine 

from the vessels from the house of God, 
thus sealing his fate before the Lord God.

VERSES 5-8 / The moment that Belshaz-
zar began worshiping his gods, fingers 
appeared out of thin air and began writ-
ing a message on the walls of the throne 
room right next to the lampstand to 
ensure that everyone present could see 
what was happening. Belshazzar’s imme-
diate response was physical as his body 
responded to the angst in his mind. His 
face turned pale as he immediately found 
himself sober. He then lost control of his 
lower body, which could have caused him 
to soil himself in front of all of his nobles, 
wives, and concubines.

He then called out for the Babylonian 
wise men to come in and tell him what 
the message meant. These verses in the 
context of the first four chapters of Daniel 
telegraph what is to come. Daniel was ten 
times better than all the wise men in Baby-
lon (Dan. 1:20). But Belshazzar called on his 
wise men, and they all stood there bewil-
dered, unable to decipher the message.

God’s judgment against Babylon was immi-
nent. Isaiah’s prophetic words about Baby-
lon were coming true (Isa. 13; 21:1-10). God’s 
desire is for all nations to know that He 
alone is God. All throughout the early chap-
ters of Daniel, God was working to make His 
name famous as He orchestrated each and 
every event for His glory. King Belshazzar 
ignored all of the signs of God’s glory to his 
own demise.

If we’re not careful, we can find ourselves 
doing the same thing. Every time we sin, 
we’re ignoring the glory of God all around 
us, defiling His temple, which is us, and 
bowing down to idols while we do it. But 
God is holy and He calls all people made in 
His image to be holy. But because of sin, 
we don’t have the ability to live up to the 
standard of holiness that God requires. Yet 
because of His love for us, God sent His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to live a holy life and take the 
punishment of death in our place.
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The Lord rebukes those who exalt 
themselves instead of Him (Dan. 5:22-24).

22 And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you 

knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. 

And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and 

your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. 

And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, 

and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is 

your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 24 Then 

from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 5:22-24 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Pass out copies of PACK ITEM 6: KINGS OF THE EXILE , and use the 
Nebuchadnezzar section on the handout and the VERSES 22-23 commentary to 
highlight the following point (the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Daniel rebuked Belshazzar for his arrogance and sinfulness in exalting 
himself above God, the Creator and Sustainer of all life.

DISCUSS: How can all sin be connected to the idea that we exalt ourselves 
above God? (all sin shows we think we know better than God; sin shows we think 
we’re more important than God and His will; sin shows we think we’re in control 
more than God)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 24 commentary to emphasize the doctrine that God is 
holy and holiness is the standard that He holds all humankind to (the bold words 
fill in blanks in the DDG):

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE #12: God Is Holy: God’s holiness refers to His 
uniqueness in being separate from all He has created. The Hebrew word 
for “holy” means “separate” or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His 
absolute purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness is 
perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a reflection of His 
holy nature. As people made in God’s image, we are called to holiness.

DISCUSS: What are some ways we can grow in our efforts to reflect God’s 
holiness? (read the Word of God; pray; meditate on Scripture; rest in God’s 
gracious salvation; seek accountability with other believers; be honest with God 
and others about our sins and temptations through confession)

TRANSITION: Jesus has fulfilled the standard of holiness that God calls all people 
to by living and dying in our place. This is not a license to sin, however. Growth 
in holiness is the fruit of salvation. In the end, we will be judged by God, and that 
judgment will either be based on our work or the finished work of Jesus.

POINT 2

VOICES from  
THE CHURCH

“ There is no human wall 
so high, no human 
accomplishment 
so great, that it is 
secure against the 
judgment of God. God 
will bring every deed 
into judgment. No 
matter how great the 
man, how hidden the 
means, or how long the 
practice has continued, 
God ultimately will 
prevail. His Word is true, 
and his justice is sure.” 3 

– Bryan Chapell

KING 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR

One of Belshazzar’s 
predecessors, by only a 
decade or two, was King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 
interpreted one of this 
king’s dreams to foretell 
that because of the 
king’s pride, he would 
be driven away from 
his people, living wildly 
with the animals until 
he humbled himself 
and acknowledged 
and praised the Lord. 
After seven years, the 
king humbled himself 
and was restored to 
his throne by the Lord 
(Dan. 4; 5:18-21). 
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Commentary 

VERSES 22-23 / Verse 22 begins with a 
startling statement that screams disas-
ter is coming. What was it that Belshazzar 
refused to acknowledge that was bringing 
God’s impending judgment? In verses 13-21, 
Daniel was brought in before the king 
and offered all of the same rewards that 
Belshazzar offered his wise men who 
couldn’t solve the message written on the 
wall. Daniel then proceeded to rebuke the 
king by reminding him of the humiliation of 
King Nebuchadnezzar. God gave Nebuchad-
nezzar all that he had, but it only served to 
swell Nebuchadnezzar’s head into thinking 
he was something greater than he actu-
ally was. So God humbled Nebuchadnezzar 
until he acknowledged God’s lordship over 
all. Belshazzar knew of what happened to 
King Nebuchadnezzar, and there is a great 
chance that he also watched this humilia-
tion firsthand. 4 

Belshazzar didn’t humble his heart before 
God but instead exalted himself over God, if 
to challenge Him. Belshazzar’s act of bring-
ing in the vessels from the temple of God 
was an egregious, blasphemous act against 
the Lord. He not only disrespected God by 
defiling the vessels with his personal use, 
he also praised and worshiped his false 
gods made of gold, bronze, iron, wood, and 
stone while he did so.

Before Daniel made known the interpreta-
tion of the writing on the wall, he made 
known the greatness of his God, who sat 
high above King Nebuchadnezzar and King 
Belshazzar. In the hand of God was the 
very breath that gave Belshazzar life. In 
the hand of God was the providence that 
brought Belshazzar to his current position. 
Belshazzar should have known this from 
all that happened to Nebuchadnezzar, but 
he refused to honor the sovereign Lord. 
Instead, he placed himself above the true 
God and worshiped created things rather 
than the Creator and Sustainer of all.

We look at stories like this and think to 
ourselves that Belshazzar was such a fool. 
Yet we make the same mistakes every single 

day. However we may choose to sin, our 
sin is an attempt to place ourselves above 
God as the ones who know best for our 
lives, and in our sin, we worship and serve 
created things rather than the Creator of all 
things. The only difference between us and 
Belshazzar is Jesus, if we have placed our 
faith in Him. Jesus came not to condemn 
but to save (John 3:17). That doesn’t mean 
God won’t humble us, but in our humbling, 
the purpose is that we would surrender 
once again to the lordship of Christ.

VERSE 24 / God sent the hand that wrote 
on the wall both to show His might before 
Belshazzar and his one thousand nobles 
and other guests and to proclaim the 
message of His judgment to them. His 
judgment was final, and there was noth-
ing that anyone could do to remove the 
sting of God’s wrath from the nation. 
Belshazzar exalted himself over God, and 
God’s response was swift and decisive. He 
displayed His might in an unusual way but 
one that made it clear He was acting. And 
in God’s revelation of Himself to Belshaz-
zar and his house guests, even though they 
didn’t understand the message, He caused 
fear and panic to come over them all.

God is holy, which means that He is unique 
and separate from all that He has created, 
both in the sense of His nature and His 
morality. Even though Belshazzar was 
clearly not a follower of God, that didn’t 
change the standard of living to which he 
was called. All people are made in God’s 
image, so all people are called to reflect 
the image of God in the way they live. But 
because we are all sinful, we don’t have the 
ability to live up to God’s standard of holi-
ness on our own. And even if we think of 
ourselves as pretty good people by our own 
standards, when placed next to the holi-
ness of God, we don’t have a leg to stand on.

Sin is not just an action, it’s also a condi-
tion. The condition of sin led to Belshaz-
zar’s foolish, prideful actions and God’s 
subsequent judgment on him and the 
nation of Babylon as a whole.
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The Lord judges those who are found to be 
deficient (Dan. 5:25-30).

25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and 

Parsin. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has 

numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, 

you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 28 Peres, 

your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 29 Then 

Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a 

chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about 

him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 30 That very night 

Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Daniel 5:25-30 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 25-28 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Belshazzar’s days were numbered because he didn’t measure up to 
God’s standard of holiness, as none of us do apart from the saving work 
of Christ.

DISCUSS: How should our own deficiency apart from Christ affect the way 
we see the sin of the people around us? (cause our hearts to be broken more; 
be humble before God and others; remind us of the urgency to share the gospel; 
help us to see that the world is broken and God wants to restore it)

EXPLAIN: Pass out copies of PACK ITEM 4: EXILE AND RETURN. Note 
the transition from the Babylonian Empire to the Medo-Persian Empire on 
PACK ITEMS 3 AND 4: EXILE AND RETURN (POSTER AND HANDOUT) as you 
use the VERSES 29-30 commentary to emphasize the following idea (the bold 
words fill in blanks in the DDG): 

God desires that all people and nations come to Him in faith before 
it’s too late. In that respect, we, Jesus’s ambassadors, have much work 
to do. 

POINT 3

THE MEDES 
AND PERSIANS

Originally located in 
the area south of the 
Caspian Sea, these 
peoples were allies with 
the Babylonians until 
they wanted to extend 
their own empire. In the 
sovereignty of God, they 
were used to conquer 
Babylon (Jer. 51:11). The 
Medo-Persian Empire 
was described in 
Daniel’s visions as the 
silver chest and arms 
of a statue (Dan. 2:32) 
and as a beast like a 
bear (Dan. 7:5). Being 
sympathetic toward 
their conquered lands in 
letting them keep their 
culture, God used them 
to allow the Israelites to 
return to their land and 
rebuild the temple. 
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Commentary 

VERSES 25-28 / After Daniel’s rebuke of 
King Belshazzar, he turned his attention to 
the words written on the walls of the throne 
room next to the lampstand for all to see. 
The words read “Mene, Mene, Tekel, and 
Parsin,” and each one pointed to the end 
of the Babylonian Empire. 

• “Mene” meant “numbered.” God had 
numbered the days of the Babylo-
nian Empire and Belshazzar’s reign in 
particular, and the days of this mighty 
empire had come to an end. As in most 
cases in the Bible, the fact that the word 
“Mene” was written twice was intended 
for emphasis. In this case, the empha-
sis implied that the time was fixed. 
There was no repentance in the heart of 
Belshazzar, so there would be no relent-
ing from the judgment God had made on 
the kingdom. 

• “Tekel” meant “weighed.” God had 
weighed and measured the holiness of 
Belshazzar next to His holy standard and 
Belshazzar was found to be deficient. 

• “Parsin,” or “Peres” (same root word in 
Hebrew), meant “divided.” The Babylo-
nian Empire would now be removed from 
Belshazzar and given to the Medes and 
the Persians. 

Of the words written on the wall, the one 
that sticks out most is “Tekel.” “Mene” 
was repeated twice to emphasize that God 
wouldn’t change His mind, but the word 
“Tekel” shed light on the reason Belshaz-
zar’s days were numbered and why the 
kingdom was being ripped from him. 
Belshazzar was weighed and found lack-
ing. He didn’t measure up to God’s standard 
of holiness, and he received the judgment 
that he deserved for his actions.

When we read narratives like this in the 
Bible, they grab our attention because 
they are stark reminders of the fact that 
none of us measures up to God’s standard. 
Passages like this one remind us that we 
really do deserve God’s wrath. But these 
stories should also point us to the cross. 
If God’s judgment of us is based on how we 

measure up, we’d never make it into His 
kingdom. But if God’s judgment is based 
on how Jesus measures up in our place, 
as He has promised for those who believe, 
then we have all we need to be ushered 
into God’s eternal kingdom, where sin will 
no longer exist. The days that we have on 
earth are fixed. There is a defined period of 
time from our birth to our death or Jesus’s 
return, but none of us knows its length. If 
we want to be judged and found holy, not 
deficient, then we must place our faith and 
trust in the finished work of Jesus now.

VERSES 29-30 / No doubt, Belshazzar 
hoped for a more favorable interpretation 
of what was written on his wall. Especially 
with Darius sitting at his gate waiting to 
pounce and destroy what was left of the 
Babylonian Empire. Nonetheless, he 
followed through with giving the reward 
that he had promised to Daniel. 

But one thing Belshazzar didn’t do was 
acknowledge God’s rule over the earth. He 
didn’t repent of his sin or even acknowl-
edge it. He just kept his word to Daniel. His 
rewards ultimately didn’t matter, though, 
for that night he died and the kingdom was 
given to the Medes and the Persians. This 
story starts with an over-the-top party and 
ends with a toppled-over kingdom. God’s 
judgment of both Belshazzar and Babylon 
was swift and decisive.

But God loves everyone and desires that no 
one would perish and be separated from 
Him (2 Pet. 3:9). His desire is that everyone 
would surrender their lives to Him and call 
on the name of Jesus. 

Like how the handwriting on the wall was 
sobering for Belshazzar, this passage 
should be a sobering reminder for us that 
there are many people in this world, both 
near and far, who haven’t turned from 
their sin and don’t know the saving work 
of Jesus. That reality should motivate us to 
live the way we were made to live and call 
others to do the same through sharing the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Because Jesus humbled Himself to be judged in our place, we seek to cast aside 
all pride, exalting Jesus as the Savior of the world every opportunity we get .

Head: 

The Bible communicates clearly that God desires that no one be subject to 
His wrath (2 Pet . 3:9) . But the Bible is also clear that God hates sin and will 
not allow the guilty to go unpunished (Ex . 34:7) . God stands against the 
proud, those who refuse to acknowledge His lordship, and He will humble 
them sooner or later . So God calls us to humble ourselves before Him by 
surrendering our lives to Him through faith in Jesus Christ because He 
cares for us (1 Pet . 5:5-7) .

How does today’s story inform the way you see God and His response to 
sin and foolish pride?

Heart: 

God’s verdict over Belshazzar’s life was that it didn’t measure up to His holy 
standard . Belshazzar was found guilty of his sin, and his sentence was 
death, which was carried out that very night . The sentence that Belshazzar 
received for his sin is the same one that we deserve . We’re all guilty of sin 
and deserve to be separated from God . But God placed our guilty verdict 
on His Son, Jesus, who carried in His body the sentence for our guilt in our 
place on the cross . Because of this, we are now free to live and worship the 
One we were created to worship .

We deserve death and eternal judgment, but Jesus took it for us. How 
does that realization give you a deeper appreciation for Jesus and His 
love for you?

Hands: 

Belshazzar’s story is sad, but it is the story of everyone in our world who 
has yet to surrender to Christ . God’s desire is to use you the same way He 
used Daniel in this story . He wants to use you to declare the message that 
no one measures up to God’s standard—but the message doesn’t stop there . 
God has sent His Son to die for the world, that all people everywhere might 
be saved . And now He’s sending you to the world to tell others what Jesus 
has done .

How will you graciously confront the pride of others this week with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ?

MY RESPONSE 

VOICES from  
THE CHURCH

“ As sin originated in the 
pride of Lucifer, so our 
redemption originated 
in the self-humbling 
of Jesus. We have as 
much of the mind of 
Christ as we have of 
His humility. This is 
the infallible gauge of 
spiritual growth.” 5 

– Zac Poonen
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EXTRA

Point 1:  The Lord confronts those who profane that 
which is holy (Dan. 5:1-8).

Commentary

“The human defiance is quite clear, but you may wonder where the divine opportunity appears. 
Precisely here, at the end of verse 9! God has frightened Belshazzar; religion has failed him; 
he is reduced to a shivering, sniffling mess with no supports whatever. He is therefore on 
the edge of the abyss of hope, is he not? He is the object of God’s terror, but in one sense it is 
a kind terror. God does Belshazzar the favour of leaving him without any recourse, in utter 
helplessness—and hence with a huge opportunity. Whenever God brings a man to the end of 
himself, smashing all his props and wasting his idols, it is a favourable moment indeed. If he 
will but see it.” 6 

Illustration

In a sermon, Charles Spurgeon recalled the following story:

You may have heard the story of the lady who advertised for a coachman and was waited on 
by three candidates for the situation. She put to the first one this question: “I want a really 
good coachman to drive my pair of horses. Therefore, I ask you, how near can you drive to 
danger and still be safe?” “Well,” he said, “I could drive very near indeed. I could go within 
a foot of a precipice without fear of any accident so long as I held the reins.” She dismissed 
him with the remark that he would not do.

To the next one who came she put the same question, “How near could you drive to 
danger?” Being determined to get the place, he said, “I could drive within a hair’s breadth, 
and yet skillfully avoid any mishap.” “You will not do,” said she.

When the third one came in, his mind was cast in another mold, so on the question being 
put to him, “How near could you drive to danger?” he said, “Madam, I never tried. It has 
always been a rule with me to drive as far from danger as I possibly can.” The lady engaged 
him at once.

In like manner, I believe that the man who is careful to run no risks and to refrain from all 
equivocal conduct, having the fear of God in his heart, is most to be relied on. 7 

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



42 Unit 16  /  Session 3  /  God’s Judgment of the Prideful

EXTRA

At the very beginning of Daniel 5, Belshazzar showed that he had a pattern of playing things 
close to danger. In this story, he not only “plays a dangerous game,” he plays that game, daring 
the God of the universe to do something about it. And God responded quickly by making 
Himself known in front of Belshazzar and all of his house guests.

Point 2:  The Lord rebukes those who exalt themselves 
instead of Him (Dan. 5:22-24).

Commentary

“How would Belshazzar have been aware of Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation? Certainly the story 
would have been known, but evidence exists that indicates that Belshazzar may have seen 
these events firsthand. Belshazzar served as chief officer during the administration of King 
Neriglissar in 560 B.C. according to Babylonian historical texts. This means that the king was 
old enough to fill a high position in government only two years after Nebuchadnezzar’s death 
(562 B.C.) . . . This made Belshazzar’s blasphemy against Israel’s God even more inexcusable. 
Instead of glorifying Yahweh, he purposely defied him (‘set yourself up against the Lord of 
heaven’) by desecrating his holy things in using them to praise his idols (v. 23). By committing 
this act of sacrilege, Belshazzar had actually issued a challenge to ‘the Lord of heaven.’ ” 8 

Illustration

“We’ve all heard the phrase, ‘The bigger they are, the harder they fall,’ at some point in our 
lifetime. This statement reigns so true really no matter what it is someone is known for. If 
you question the claim, ask flamboyant automobile entrepreneur John DeLorean, who left 
the corporate nest at General Motors to start his own automobile manufacturing company 
in Northern Ireland. The dream burned out, while debts flared. His company went into 
receivership. DeLorean was also indicted on alleged drug trafficking but was acquitted.

Ask Jake Butcher, another bright entrepreneur, a banker who enjoyed living in the fast 
lane. Butcher worked for years to bring the World’s Fair to Knoxville, Tennessee. He stood 
by President Reagan as he formally opened the Fair in 1982. Subsequently, Butcher flew to 
Louisville in his private jet to attend the Kentucky Derby with his friend, Governor John Y. 
Brown. On February 14, 1983, much to the amazement of the people of Knoxville and the nation, 
Butcher’s United American Bank was declared insolvent by the State Banking Commissioner 
and closed. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation sold it to a Memphis holding company, 
First Tennessee National Corporation, which opened it the following day. Butcher has since been 
sentenced to a federal prison term for bank fraud.

These dramatic reversals emphasize the truth of Solomon’s warning: ‘Pride goes before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall’ (Prov. 16:18). Success is a moving target!” 9 

In today’s story, Belshazzar and the mighty kingdom of Babylon are no different. Belshazzar’s 
fall from the top was hard and swift. He never acknowledged that God reigned above all. 
Even worse, he defiled the vessels from God’s temple while he worshiped his gods made from 
human hands.
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Point 3:  The Lord judges those who are found to be 
deficient (Dan. 5:25-30).

Commentary

“Verses 24–28 need further attention if we are to understand what had been written on the 
wall. The writing on the wall was inscribed in Aramaic as ‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN’ 
(5:26). There would have been no vowel markings, and the letters would have run consecutively. 
Daniel’s first step is to rightly separate the letters into the appropriate word divisions. This 
yields four words to the inscription that reads, ‘numbered, numbered, weighed, divided.’ Daniel 
then provides the devastating interpretation in verses 26–28:

God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end . . . You have been 
weighed on the balance and found deficient . . . Your kingdom has been divided and given to 
the Medes and Persians.” 10 

Illustration

“After a three-month summer recess, on October 3, 1994, the Supreme Court of the United 
States opened its 1994–95 term. According to the New York Times News Service, the court’s legal 
business for that first day could be summed up with one word: no. The court announced it had 
refused to hear more than 1,600 cases. The names and docket numbers of the rejected appeals 
covered sixty-eight typewritten pages. For those cases, that was the last court of appeal, the 
final word.

There’s something terribly final about judgment. The Supreme Court says no, and that’s it. No 
appeals. No arguments. The books are sealed, and the decision is final.

On the great day of judgment there will also be a terrible crescendo of no’s. ‘No, you cannot 
enter my kingdom.’ And the doors will be shut forever. No appeal. No time to change one’s mind. 
Those who have rejected Jesus Christ will have forever lost their opportunity for eternal life.” 11 
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