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UNIT 16  /   SESSION 4 

GOD’S PRESENCE 
IN ALL PL ACES

Session Outline

1. God is present to hear from His people (1 Kings 8:27-30). 
2. God is present to care for His people (Ps. 33:13-19). 
3. God is present to dwell with His people (Isa. 7:10-14).

Background Passages: 1 Kings 8–9; Psalm 33; Isaiah 7

What Will My Group Learn?

God is present in all times and places for His people’s good, most clearly evidenced in His 
dwelling with His people in Christ.

How Will My Group See Christ?

God, who has no limits, is always with His people to hear from them and care for them. God’s 
desire to be with His people has been made known to us in Christ Jesus, who came to earth to live 
among humanity and to suffer and die so that people can be in relationship with God forevermore.

How Should My Group Respond?

Because God is ever present and nothing escapes His notice, we can find comfort and hope in 
all circumstances while also seeking to confess the sin in our lives, which can never be hidden 
from Him.
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Introduction

SETTING: We have seen the devastating effect of sin and judgment in 
the destruction the Lord brought upon Judah and Jerusalem. He used 
the Babylonians to crush His own temple, conquer His own people, 
and to take many of them captive into exile. It would have been easy 
for the exiles to see themselves in a foreign land, under a foreign king, 
and surrounded by foreign gods and believe that God was no longer 
with them. But nothing could be further from the truth. God is present 
everywhere; God hears, cares for, and promises to dwell with His people.

DISCUSS: When you think about the presence of God, what comes 
to mind? (the Word of God; worship; comfort; love; peace; joy; salvation; 
Jesus; the Holy Spirit; heaven; God making all things new)

TRANSITION: God is good. We see this characteristic of God in His 
promise to dwell with His people, first in the tabernacle, next in the 
temple, and then in the temple of our bodies and churches. From the 
promise of God to dwell with His people, there are so many realities that 
the people of God get to live in. One of those is the reality that God’s 
presence ensures that He will hear us when we pray, most notably seen 
in His gracious forgiveness of our sin when we confess it and cry out to 
Him for salvation.

OPTIONAL QUESTION: How have you experienced the presence of 
God in your life? (wait for a group member to respond first; only share 
your response as a conclusion to the discussion)

GROUP TIME
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God is present to hear from His people 
(1 Kings 8:27-30).

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 

heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 28 Yet 

have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, 

listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this 

day, 29 that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the 

place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may listen 

to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30 And listen to the 

plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this 

place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud 1 Kings 8:27-30 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 27 commentary to explain the hope that the 
omnipresence of God gives us, especially in that it means He both sees and hears 
us (the bold words fill in blanks in the Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG]):

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE #22: God Is Omnipresent: God’s omnipresence 
refers to His presence in all time and all places simultaneously. 
Because God exists apart from and outside of time and space, He is 
not limited by their constraints (1 Kings 8:27; Acts 17:24). He is present 
with us wherever we are and sees all that occurs; nothing escapes His 
attention (Ps. 33:14; 139:7-10; Isa. 57:15; Jer. 23:23-24; Matt. 18:20). God’s 
omnipresence is a deterrent for sin and a source of great comfort and 
hope for believers.

DISCUSS: What are some ways we experience the presence of God now that 
are mere reflections of what is to come? (through reading the Bible, prayer, 
and worship, we feel God’s peace; by spending time with God’s people, forgiving 
and serving others, we sense God’s presence amidst and through His people; 
through faith in Jesus, we have received the Holy Spirit—God the Spirit—to dwell 
in us, but one day we will enter God’s presence in fullness at Jesus’s return)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 28-30 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

No matter where we are, no matter our circumstances, no matter the 
discipline we are under for our sin, the Lord is present, and He promises 
to hear and forgive those who cry out in Jesus’s name.

TRANSITION: God’s presence to hear His people helps us to know that He 
forgives our sin because He cares for us in His presence. Caring for someone is 
difficult if you’re far away. But because God is omnipresent, we know He is right 
here with us caring for our needs, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual.

POINT 1

VOICES from  
THE CHURCH

“ The doctrine of God’s 
omnipresence is one of 
the most comforting 
truths in all the Bible. 
It reminds us that we 
can never outrun the 
power and providence 
of our great Lord . . . 
God is equidistant to 
his people wherever 
they are; he hears their 
prayers and receives 
their worship whether 
it is offered in giant 
cathedrals or tiny 
country churches, 
in the great urban 
centers of Europe and 
North America, in the 
steamy jungles near the 
equator, or at the frigid 
isolation of the North 
Pole. Every place is full 
of his glory.” 1 

– Timothy George
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Commentary 

VERSE 27 / First Kings 8 is the completion 
of arguably the most important thing that 
Solomon did during his reign as king of 
Israel—build God’s temple. This was going 
to be the permanent home for the ark of 
the covenant. The temple would come to 
represent the presence of God in a very 
special way for Israel and for the rest of 
the world. But Solomon began this part of 
his prayer with a very important rhetorical 
question: Is God really going to live in this 
temple on earth? What he said next is really 
important in being able to understand and 
answer the question. God’s presence can’t 
be contained by all of heaven, and God 
certainly wasn’t going to make His home 
in this comparatively small temple that 
Solomon had built. And yet, that’s exactly 
what God did.

Verse 27 points not only to the reality of 
Israel at the time but also to the future 
hope of the world. God is omnipresent, 
which means that He is present at all 
times and in all places. God isn’t limited to 
the constraints of time and space like we 
are. Nowhere can anyone hide from God 
(Ps. 139:7-12). God sees everything we do, 
which should help us to flee temptation 
and avoid sin. God’s omnipresence should 
also be a source of hope for believers as it 
means that He is always with us and He 
always hears us.

It is true that God can’t be contained in 
heaven or on earth. Yet God’s manifest 
presence can be seen in specific moments 
in time and space. And each Person of the 
triune God has manifested His presence to 
His people—for example, the Father in the 
burning bush (Ex. 3–4), the Spirit at Pente-
cost (Acts 2), and the Son in Jesus (John 1). 

In the advent of Jesus, not only did the 
person and work of Christ mean that God 
dwelled on the earth, it also meant that He 
was contained in an earthly body. All the 
fullness of God dwelled in Jesus (Col. 1:19). 
This means that in the advent of Jesus, 
God was fully present with His people to 
save His people. Furthermore, through 

the life, death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus, we’ve not only been saved from our 
sin but we’ve also become the very temple 
of God, and the Spirit of God dwells in us 
(1 Cor. 3:16). 

Not only does verse 27 cause us to reckon 
with Jesus’s first coming, it also makes 
us consider His second coming. One day, 
Jesus is going to make His permanent 
dwelling place with humanity, and He is 
going to make all things new (Rev. 21:3-5). 
While Solomon’s temple was a place where 
God’s manifest presence dwelled, it was 
only a shade of what was to come in Jesus’s 
first and second comings.

VERSES 28-30 / The next part of Solomon’s 
prayer of dedication for the temple was an 
incredibly humble request for God not only 
to make His dwelling with His people but 
also to hear His people. And taking it a step 
further, Solomon asked God to “forgive” 
His people of their sin when they prayed 
toward the temple. The temple was beauti-
fully and intricately designed, but by itself, 
it wasn’t special. What made the temple 
special was the fact that God said His name 
would be there (Deut. 12:4-7). So in essence, 
God’s people, in praying in the direction of 
the temple, were praying in God’s name, by 
which all of God’s promises are sure.

These verses point us to two of the great-
est realities that God’s people get to live 
in. One, God hears His people. Two, God 
forgives His people for their sin. Because 
God is omnipresent, in all places at all 
times, His people can rest assured that He 
hears them. And because God has placed 
the sin of His people on His Son, Jesus 
Christ, they can rest assured that God has 
forgiven them of their sin.

God loved us so much that He sacrificed 
greatly to save us. The Father sent the Son 
to earth in the form of a man that He might 
willingly die the death that all sinful human 
beings deserve to die. That is a God who can 
be trusted and who is also worth following.
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God is present to care for His people 
(Ps. 33:13-19).

13 The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 

14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the 

earth, 15 he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their 

deeds. 16 The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered 

by his great strength. 17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and 

by its great might it cannot rescue. 18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on 

those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, 19 that he may 

deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Psalm 33:13-19 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 13-17 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Because God is omnipresent, He sees everyone and everything, 
including our useless attempts to save ourselves by our own merit. 

DISCUSS: Read the quote on PACK ITEM 7: HELP FROM HEAVEN, and then 
ask: How do we sometimes reveal that we think we can save ourselves by our 
own merit? (we try to do good things as a checklist of our spirituality; we judge 
others, thinking we’re above judgment; we’re prideful about our service to God 
and others)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 18-19 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God keeps watch over those who fear and trust Him to save us from 
death because He cares for us.

TRANSITION: We are completely dependent on God. But God both hears us and 
forgives our sin. God’s promised listening and forgiveness find their fulfillment 
ultimately in His promise to send a Savior into the world to save us from our sin.

POINT 2
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Commentary 

VERSES 13-17 / Psalm 33 is an incredible 
psalm about the praiseworthiness of God 
as the Creator and Sustainer of all things. 
Throughout this psalm, we see God’s faith-
fulness and love for His people—how He is 
trustworthy and His love is unfailing (v. 4), 
how His plans are sure (v. 11), and how He 
has chosen a people (v. 12).

In verses 13-15, the repetition of the word 
“all” is a reference to the omnipresence of 
God. As we discussed in the previous point, 
the omnipresence of God refers to His pres-
ence in all times and all places simultane-
ously. These verses highlight the truth that 
even though God exists outside of time and 
space, He is also present with us where we 
are now. God is enthroned above all, and He 
sees all of humankind and He sees all the 
works of humanity. 

Verse 15 says that God “observes all their 
deeds.” This is important because it shows 
us that God isn’t just enthroned above us 
watching us. No, God is watching and judg-
ing. He is judging righteously and fairly 
(Ps. 98:9). God judges all people based on 
the same standard—His holiness. Unfor-
tunately, none of us has the ability to meet 
that standard, and God is keenly aware 
of that because He not only knows what’s 
in our hearts, but He also knit our hearts 
together. God judges because He cares 
about His holiness and about His people.

As the Lord looks at our works and deeds, 
He sees how we sometimes think we can 
care for ourselves on our own, even save 
ourselves from all harm and consequences 
by trusting in our mortal bodies. But 
verses 16-17 beg the question: Can you truly 
trust in your own might and power? Lead-
ers with their armies can’t save. Warriors 
with all their strength can’t deliver. There is 
no hope in human effort for safety because 
reliance on human power and effort is 
insufficient for salvation. The repetition 
of “great” in these verses ironically empha-
sizes the weakness of human effort and the 
fact that even the greatest person is an ant 
compared to God. 

VERSES 18-19 / Verses 16-17 in isolation from 
the rest of the psalm, or even the rest of 
Scripture, would spell doom for all human-
kind. We are helpless and sometimes we 
don’t even know it. But these verses set up 
what we need to see in verses 18-19, where 
salvation can only be found in trusting God, 
a salvation that is only possible because of 
the promise of His Son, Jesus. 

Since God sees all and He judges the hearts 
of all people—and remember, none of us 
has the ability to save ourselves, espe-
cially from God’s judgment—then what is 
the hope for human beings? The hope for 
humanity is that God gives special atten-
tion to those who fear Him. Yes, He sees all, 
but those who fear Him are His people, and 
He acts on their behalf. The word “fear” in 
verse 18 doesn’t mean terror. In the context 
of verses 13-19, it means an attitude of 
dependence that leads to trust. The atti-
tude of dependence and the action of trust 
leads to what we see in verse 19: rescue and 
provision, in other words, salvation.

On this side of the cross, the fear and trust 
that God calls for is ultimately in Jesus 
Christ. Psalm 33:18-19 points to the coming 
Messiah, who is the Son of God. 

One day, the Son would take on the form of a 
man and do what human beings, in all their 
strength, could never do for themselves. He 
would lay down His perfect life in death on 
the cross to save humankind from sin and 
death because He truly cares for His people. 
But only those who trust in Jesus for salva-
tion, with an attitude of dependence that 
leads to trust, will be saved. Jesus’s disci-
ples loved their Teacher and marveled in 
fear at His person and power. And through 
His resurrection from the dead, they knew 
without a shadow of a doubt that He cared 
for them and purchased their salvation that 
could never be lost. 

One day, Jesus will come again and judge 
all people by His holy standard. Only 
those who trust in Him as Savior and King 
will stand and be delivered from death. 
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God is present to dwell with His people 
(Isa. 7:10-14).

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and 

I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Isaiah 7:10-14 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 10-12 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Ahaz’s refusal to trust God wasn’t going to stop God from fulfilling His 
promise to provide a Savior through the line of David.

DISCUSS: What are some reasons we might find it difficult to trust God? (life 
experience clouds our judgment; we can’t see the outcome like God can; we’re 
sinners who like to trust in our own strength)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 13-14 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Isaiah’s prophecy reveals God’s promise to be faithful to save and to be 

with His people by providing a Savior, Immanuel, “God with us.”

DISCUSS: How should understanding that God sent His Son as our Savior to 
save and be with us affect our view of God? (humble us to more submission; 
help us feel God’s love; be thankful for His sacrifice; worship God for being God) 

POINT 3

TESTING GOD

Ahaz tried to use God’s 
Word to disobey Him, 
mentioning the law 
from Moses that you 
should not test God, 
“as you tested him at 
Massah” (Deut. 6:16). 
At Massah (meaning 
“test”), the Israelites 
complained about not 
having water, testing 
the Lord as if He weren’t 
with them after He 
led them out of Egypt. 
But in God’s grace, He 
allowed them to have 
water by Moses striking 
the rock at Horeb 
(Ex. 17:1-7).

KING AHAZ

A wicked king of 
Judah who practiced 
child sacrifice and idol 
worship. He became 
king at the age of 20 
(2 Kings 16:1-4) and did 
not walk in the ways 
of the Lord. When 
confronted with the 
threat of Assyria, Rezin 
of Aram/Syria made a 
treaty with Pekah of 
Israel and wanted Ahaz 
to join them. He refused 
and they waged war on 
Judah. Ahaz then sought 
an alliance with Assyria 
instead of listening to 
Isaiah and going to the 
Lord. He even gave gold 
and silver from God’s 
temple as tribute to 
Assyria (2 Kings 16:7-8).
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Commentary 

VERSES 10-12 / The entirety of Isaiah 7 is 
almost like an illustration of what we just 
saw in Psalm 33. God really is present to 
dwell with His people even when His people 
refuse to trust in Him, not in spite of His 
people’s lack of trust but because God cares 
about His promises.

In Isaiah 7, King Ahaz of Judah had enemies 
knocking at his door wanting to fight: Rezin 
from Aram/Syria and Pekah from Israel 
(7:1). This seemed like an impossible situ-
ation to endure, somewhat similar to what 
we read a few sessions ago with Daniel 
and his three friends. But the difference 
between Ahaz and Daniel with his friends 
was that Ahaz didn’t have the same resolve 
that they did, which is terrifying, seeing as 
he was king of Judah. But God had already 
promised to protect Ahaz if he would 
simply put his trust in the Lord (Isa. 7:7-9). 

To encourage Ahaz, even though he was a 
faithless king, God commanded Ahaz to ask 
for a sign that God was powerful and faith-
ful enough to contend for His people. And 
in this command, God gave Ahaz a blank 
check to ask for whatever sign he wanted. 
Ahaz, however, refused by presenting a 
false humility before God’s prophet. 2 It is 
true that God commanded His people not 
to put Him to the test (Deut. 6:16), but here, 
God was not only offering to give Ahaz 
a sign, He was commanding him to ask 
for one. 

Ahaz was depending on his own feeble 
strength to defend Judah, as opposed to 
depending on God. But because of God’s 
goodness, the Lord tried to help Ahaz in 
strengthening his faith by offering to give 
him a sign. The refusal of that gift was too 
much for Isaiah and for God. 

We can take this as a warning for ourselves 
not to depend on our own strength instead 
of God’s. And as we’re about to see in 
verse 13, as Isaiah rebuked Ahaz, God will 
do what He sets out to do, but circum-
stances will always be better if we’re with 
Him, rather than not.

VERSES 13-14 / In verse 13, Isaiah rebuked 
Ahaz, but not just because of Ahaz's false 
religious attitude in not doing what God 
had commanded him to do. This rebuke 
was offered because of Ahaz’s lack of 
trust in God and his lack of willingness 
to even try to trust in God. Again, this 
resolve to do things in his own strength 
should have been terrifying for the people 
of Judah. Their God-appointed king in the 
line of David, who had been tasked with 
fighting on their behalf, was refusing to 
trust the God who held every part of the 
nation together.

Despite Ahaz’s refusal to trust God, in 
verse 14, God told him through Isaiah that 
He would give him a sign anyway—the sign 
that a child would be born of a “virgin.” The 
Hebrew word for “virgin” here, in context, 
could mean virgin or young woman. 3 This 
is important to note because this sign 
was more than likely initially fulfilled in 
Isaiah 8:1-10 through the normal birth of 
a son of Isaiah. But ultimately, this sign 
pointed to the miraculous virgin birth 
of Jesus. In Ahaz’s day, God was promis-
ing to protect not only Judah but also its 
Davidic kingly line because God had prom-
ised to send a Savior through that same 
line (2 Sam. 7:16). In our day, we read this 
prophetic sign as a promise for the world: 
God has sent the Savior of the world in 
the line of David—the Son of God, Jesus, 
Immanuel, God forever with us.

The significance of this prophecy and its 
fulfillment is that it points to the nature 
of our Savior. Jesus being born of a virgin, 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
means that Jesus is both truly God and 
truly man. As both the Son of God and 
the Son of the virgin Mary, Jesus would 
be able to live the life we were supposed 
to live, die the death we should have died, 
and then rise from the grave in anticipation 
of our future glorification. In the birth of 
Jesus, prophesied here in Isaiah 7:14, lies 
the hope of all humanity—a God who loves 
His people enough to die for them and who 
is raised to life to dwell with them forever.
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PACK ITEM 8: BECAME LIKE US: Hand out copies of this bookmark to help 
remind your group of the purpose for which the Son of God took on flesh to be 
“God with us .”

Because God is ever present and nothing escapes His notice, we can find 
comfort and hope in all circumstances while also seeking to confess the sin in 
our lives, which can never be hidden from Him .

Head: 

There is nowhere that we can go and hide from God . God is everywhere . 
The omnipresence of God is a part of His character that both helps us to 
avoid sin and encourages us to pray, for He hears us . Knowing that God 
gives special attention to those who surrender their lives to Him gives us 
hope that He will forgive our sin, which He has through the life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of the promised Savior, Jesus Christ .

What are some ways the truth of God’s omnipresence should affect the 
way you live?

Heart: 

God desires that we trust Him with all of ourselves for every part of our 
life . The reason God desires this for us is because He knows that we are 
completely and totally dependent on Him for everything . The good news 
is that God provides all that we need, both to sustain our lives now and to 
usher us into the kingdom of His Son . These truths should give us a great 
appreciation for God’s work through Jesus and give us a greater sense of 
excitement for what He will do in the future .

Knowing that God is with us to hear and forgive our sins, what might 
you need to confess to demonstrate your dependence upon Him?

Hands: 

God’s promise of sending a Savior into the world through a virgin is a 
promise that has been fulfilled . That’s part of the good news of the gospel . 
Jesus has come into the world and lived up to God’s standard of holiness 
on our behalf . But as the term “good news” suggests, this truth is meant 
to be shared . God’s desire for the gospel is that it would be shared with 
every tribe, nation, and tongue (1 John 2:2; Rev . 7:9) . And His desire for His 
people is that they are the ones who make this happen .

How will you use the Christmas season celebrating “God with us” to 
help you share the gospel of Jesus with someone this week?

MY RESPONSE 

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY

“ Were it an angel that 
had interposed, we 
might have some fears; 
were it a mere man, we 
might go beyond fear, 
and sit down in despair; 
but if it be ‘God with us,’ 
and God has actually 
taken manhood into 
union with himself, 
then let us ‘ring the 
bells of heaven’ and 
be glad.” 4 

– Charles Spurgeon 
(1834-1892)
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EXTRA

Point 1:  God is present to hear from His people 
(1 Kings 8:27-30).

Commentary

“On this side of the cross, we have no temple; we have something better, namely, Jesus. Through 
Him we can pray anytime, anywhere, as Jesus told the woman at the well (John 4:21–24). And we 
know God hears the prayers of His people. ‘Call to Me and I will answer you’ (Jer 33:3; cf. Ps 91:15; 
Jer 29:12). What is more, we have a better Mediator than Solomon. Jesus Christ our King is our 
eternal Intercessor (Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25), and the Holy Spirit dwells within us, allowing us to 
commune with God (Eph 2:18). Pour out your heart to this transcendent and immanent God.” 5 

Point 3:  God is present to dwell with His people 
(Isa. 7:10-14).

Commentary

“The context indicates that the preliminary fulfillment of this sign must have taken place within 
a few years of its utterance—the time between a child’s conception and his knowing right from 
wrong (vv. 15–16), traditionally at age twelve. The Hebrew word translated virgin means ‘young 
woman of marriageable age’ and often has the implication of virginity. Thus many scholars feel 
that the referent is a woman whom Isaiah would marry and, if so, then the birth is mentioned 
in 8:1–4. This may be the immediate fulfillment of this sign. But its ultimate and more exalted 
fulfillment is noted in Mt 1:23 as it cites the more specific Greek word found in the Septuagint, 
parthenos, which means ‘virgin.’ Immanuel means ‘God With Us.’ ” 6 

References
1 . Timothy George, “The Nature of God: Being, Attributes, and Acts,” in A Theology for the Church, rev . ed ., ed . Daniel L . Akin (Nashville, TN: 
B&H, 2014), 199 .
2 . Andrew M . Davis, Exalting Jesus in Isaiah, Christ-Centered Exposition (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2017) [Logos] . 
3 . Gary V . Smith, Isaiah 1–39, The New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 2007), 213 . 
4 . C . H . Spurgeon, “God with Us,” in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol . 21 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1876), 713 .
5 . Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in 1 & 2 Kings, Christ-Centered Exposition (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2015), 50 . 
6 . Tremper Longman III, “Isaiah,” in CSB Study Bible, eds . Edwin A . Blum and Trevin Wax (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 1053 . 

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources




