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UNIT 12  /  SESSION 4

GOD, 
THE MERCIFUL KING

Session Outline

1. Punishment is promised to all who disobey the Lord (1 Kings 9:4-9). 
2. Mercy is extended to all who return to the Lord (1 Kings 11:30-39). 
3. Salvation is provided to all who fall on the Lord (Titus 3:4-7).

Background Passages: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 11:14-40; Titus 3

What Will My Group Learn?

The sinner deserves God’s punishment, but God has extended mercy.

How Will My Group See Christ?

God is merciful to withhold the punishment the sinner deserves and place it upon Jesus instead. 
Jesus, who did no wrong, paid the penalty of sin on the cross so that all who trust in Him are 
forgiven, not because of what they might have done but because of what Christ has done.

How Should My Group Respond?

Because our punishment has been withheld from us and placed on Christ as an act of God’s 
mercy, we seek to extend mercy to all others, quick to forgive any wrongdoing, so that we might 
display the heart of the gospel before a watching world. 
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NOTES

Introduction

SETTING: When Solomon finished building the temple of the Lord and 
his royal palace, he must have patted himself on the back. God then 
appeared to him and explained what would happen if he followed 
God like his father, David, did and what would happen if he didn’t. 
Solomon decided not to listen to the Lord’s warning. And in not 
listening, he failed miserably in the eyes of the Lord, so judgment was 
coming. Solomon was supposed to be the wisest man in the world, yet 
one misstep led to another. Oh, but for the mercy of God extended to 
us! Oh, but for His mighty plan and redeeming love to save us from our 
missteps and failures! Oh, but for the true King who leads us well as an 
example and a Savior for us!

INSTRUCT: Ask your group members to share stories of embarrassing 
times when the preparation of a recipe failed. 

DISCUSS: How often had you prepared that recipe before? What 
was the reason that particular recipe failed? How did you feel 
once you realized you had missed something essential to the 
dish? (be prepared to be the first one to share your answers to these 
questions from your own experience to jump-start the conversation)

TRANSITION: We all fail. Even the best cooks among us, at times, 
forget an ingredient or botch a recipe. Our failures in the kitchen can 
be spectacular. We all also fail in life. And in our moral failures, we 
find deeper consequences and greater heartbreak than just making a 
mess of a chocolate chip cookie recipe. Even the best of us fail. What 
does that mean for our lives? 

OPTIONAL QUESTION: What response does failure bring out 
in you? (the inclination to try harder; despair and feelings of 
worthlessness; debilitation; the inclination to stop trying; the inclination 
to hide the failure and pretend it never happened) 

GROUP TIME
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NOTES

Punishment is promised to all who disobey 
the Lord (1 Kings 9:4-9).

4 And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father walked, 

with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have 

commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 5 then I will 

establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your 

father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 6 But if 

you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep 

my commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and 

serve other gods and worship them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from the land 

that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name 

I will cast out of my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword 

among all peoples. 8 And this house will become a heap of ruins. Everyone 

passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, ‘Why has 

the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ 9 Then they will say, 

‘Because they abandoned the Lord their God who brought their fathers out 

of the land of Egypt and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and 

served them. Therefore the Lord has brought all this disaster on them.’ ”

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud 1 Kings 9:4-9 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 4-5 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God repeatedly teaches in Scripture that obedience results in His 
pleasure and the fulfillment of His good promises for His people. 

DISCUSS: Why does God repeatedly remind His people of the blessings 
of obedience? (so we are motivated to obey and do the right thing; because 
so often we choose to disobey and be disciplined; to clearly reveal His faithful 
love for His people; so we recognize God’s faithfulness to His promises)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 6-9 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

The promise of blessings also comes with warnings for disobedience. 
The Lord is faithful to His Word and His covenants—He will respond to 
sin with punishment. 

TRANSITION: Solomon did not heed God’s warnings, and often, neither do we. 
Punishment would come upon him and the nation for their disobedience, but we 
know with God, that’s not the end of the story. 

POINT 1
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Commentary 

VERSES 4-5 / Following the dedication of 
the temple, the Lord visited Solomon for a 
second time in a vision (1 Kings 9:1-2). God 
was responding to all that Solomon had 
done and sounding a warning for the future 
course of Solomon and his descendants. 
In verses 4-5, God reinforced the condi-
tions that Solomon had to live under to 
continue enjoying His covenant blessings. 
In saying, “if you will walk before me, as 
David your father walked,” the Lord gave 
Solomon a pattern and standard to imitate. 
The way that pattern would be matched was 
not by mere external actions and conduct 
but with “integrity of heart.” In praise of 
King David, Psalm 78:72, explains that he 
shepherded Israel “with [an] upright heart.” 
David didn’t grudgingly check boxes on a 
to-do list; he was invested heart and soul 
in the role, in the people, and in his God. 
Likewise, Solomon’s wholehearted integ-
rity would be demonstrated in his heartfelt 
obedience to God’s law, His “statutes and 
. . . rules.” Solomon was called, once again, 
to be a man wholly dedicated to the Lord in 
all things. 

The promise that God held out to an obedi-
ent Solomon was not new; it was a restate-
ment of the Lord’s covenant promise to 
David, “You shall not lack a man on the 
throne of Israel.” The reader is reminded 
of David’s deathbed admonition to Solomon 
in 1 Kings 2:4 and the continual hope that 
Solomon would meet this mark in order 
to see the promises of God fulfilled. But 
knowing the outcome of Solomon’s life from 
our previous studies, we have to wonder 
at this great and gracious promise of God 
being met with outright disobedience 
and rebellion. 

VERSES 6-9 / Moving on from the prom-
ise of a dynasty for Solomon’s obedience, 
God began to lay out the consequences for 
disobedience, and the implications here 
expanded beyond the royal family to the 
entire nation and the temple itself. 

The foreshadowing of verse 6 is heavy. God 
warned Solomon by saying, “If,” but the 

specific actions identified give us more of 
a sense of “when.” 1 Solomon would indeed 
“go and serve other gods and worship 
them.” The consequences, as we know, 
would be disastrous not just to the royal 
house but to the entire nation, which would 
split in two. Yet here God spelled out an 
even greater consequence to come: the 
Lord would “cut off” His people from the 
promised land. Being “cut off” was used 
elsewhere to speak of casting out a sinner 
from the covenant community of Israel 
(Lev. 17:4,9; Num. 19:20). 

Furthermore, God would “cast out” 
the temple that Solomon had built. The 
language here was used of a husband 
divorcing his wife. 2 God would remove His 
presence from the temple and the people. 
Instead of the temple being exalted, it would 
be desolate and in ruins. And people who 
remembered the temple’s former majesty 
would be appalled. 

With God’s abandonment of Israel and the 
temple, the nation would become “a prov-
erb and a byword,” a failure parable for 
every other nation. And ultimately, the 
nations of the earth would conclude not 
that Israel’s God was weak or incompetent 
but that Israel had “abandoned the Lord 
their God” in favor of other gods and so 
reaped His punishment. 

The Lord’s words here echo the warnings 
in passages such as Leviticus 26:27-39 
and Deuteronomy 28:36-37. God was faith-
ful to His unconditional promise to bring 
Israel into the land (Josh. 23:14), but Israel’s 
continued tenure in the land was condi-
tioned on their obedience to the Lord. 

Yet note how God’s promise and warnings 
here to the king would impact the people. If 
the king disobeyed, the people would suffer 
the consequences. No doubt this involved 
a measure of regal influence, but through 
His covenant with David, the Lord had 
inextricably linked the Davidic king with 
the nation. As the king went, so went the 
people, to prosperity or punishment. 

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



156 Unit 12  /  Session 4  /  God, the Merciful King

NOTES

Mercy is extended to all who return to the 
Lord (1 Kings 11:30-39).

30 Then Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that was on him, and tore it into 

twelve pieces. 31 And he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for 

thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am about to tear the kingdom 

from the hand of Solomon and will give you ten tribes 32 (but he shall have 

one tribe, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, 

the city that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), 33 because they 

have forsaken me and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 

Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and they 

have not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and keeping 

my statutes and my rules, as David his father did. 34 Nevertheless, I will 

not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all 

the days of his life, for the sake of David my servant whom I chose, who 

kept my commandments and my statutes. 35 But I will take the kingdom 

out of his son’s hand and will give it to you, ten tribes. 36 Yet to his son I will 

give one tribe, that David my servant may always have a lamp before me in 

Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen to put my name. 37 And I will take 

you, and you shall reign over all that your soul desires, and you shall be king 

over Israel. 38 And if you will listen to all that I command you, and will walk 

in my ways, and do what is right in my eyes by keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as David my servant did, I will be with you and will build 

you a sure house, as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you. 39 And 

I will afflict the offspring of David because of this, but not forever.’ ”

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud 1 Kings 11:30-39 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 30-39 commentary to highlight the ways God 
demonstrated His mercy through His judgment of a divided kingdom as you 
emphasize that God is merciful (the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE #15: God Is Merciful: Mercy refers to God’s 
compassion and is often expressed in God withholding something, 
such as punishment for sin (Eph. 2:4-5; Titus 3:5). Both mercy and grace 
are undeserved , meaning humanity can do nothing to earn God’s 
mercy and grace. If one could, then it would no longer be the free gift 
of mercy or grace.

DISCUSS: How should we respond to the mercy of God, whether shown to 
us or others? (with praise for our merciful God; with humility because we could 
never earn God’s mercy; with a desire to be merciful to others)

TRANSITION: The merciful God shows His mercy toward us ultimately in Christ ’s 
work of salvation for us.

POINT 2

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY
“ Let none despair 
on account of the 
greatness of their sins, 
or of the judgments 
of God which are 
already inflicted on 
them. God will suffer 
none to ‘seek his face 
in vain.’ Let every one 
then bewail ‘the plague 
of his own heart,’ and 
offer up believing 
prayers ‘towards God’s 
holy oracle.’ ” 3 

– Charles Simeon 
(1759-1836)
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Commentary 

VERSES 30-33 / In the midst of Solomon’s 
departure from God and rebellion against 
God’s law, the Lord acted to carry out His 
discipline against Solomon (1 Kings 11:11).

In 1 Kings 11:26-39, the human agents whom 
God would use to carry out His justice are 
brought center stage. Verse 26 introduces 
us to a man we discussed briefly in the 
previous session: Jeroboam, Solomon’s 
labor foreman for his building projects. He 
was noted to be a “very able” man whom 
Solomon had his eye on because he was 
diligent in his work (11:28). The other key 
character here is Ahijah, a prophet of the 
Lord from Shiloh. These two met in an open 
field outside of Jerusalem, presumably at 
the initiative of the prophet (11:29). 

To communicate his message from the 
Lord for Jeroboam, Ahijah carried out a 
prophetic illustration. In dramatic fash-
ion, Ahijah seized his own new cloak that 
was to be the symbol of God’s judgment in 
action. He then tore this cloak into twelve 
pieces, one for each tribe of Israel. Ahijah 
instructed Jeroboam to take ten of the 
pieces for himself, as they represented what 
God was going to do to the nation—“tear 
the kingdom from the hand of Solomon.” 
The ten pieces represented the ten north-
ern tribes of Israel. God’s judgment against 
Solomon was because he, and Israel with 
him, had “forsaken” the Lord to worship 
the false gods of the nations. The plural 
pronoun “they” in verse 33 points out that 
God saw the entire nation as complicit. As 
goes the king, so goes the kingdom.

Yet recall that while we see God’s severe 
justice declared against Solomon, we also 
see a sweet mercy toward him. Unlike 
David’s ascension over Saul, in which 
he would receive the entire kingdom, 
Jeroboam would have to settle for ten 
tribes. Solomon and his line would retain 
one tribe of the nation as their realm to 
rule. God’s mercy was bound up in His faith-
fulness in keeping the covenant He made to 
David and honoring the city of Jerusalem, 
where He put His temple and name. 

VERSES 34-37 / Through Ahijah, God 
continued to clarify for Jeroboam His judg-
ment and mercy on Solomon: David’s son 
would not lose the entire kingdom, nor 
would he see it split in his lifetime; that 
distinction would fall to Solomon’s son. 
Take note that just as God had declared His 
judgment and mercy to Solomon himself 
(11:11-13), the Lord was now giving that same 
information to Jeroboam. The Lord had not 
withheld these details from Solomon, and 
now He was proclaiming the same plans to 
the one He would use to discipline Solomon 
and his son. The Lord is not malicious; He 
is firm, and He is merciful and kind. 

God showed mercy to Solomon so “that 
David my servant may always have a lamp 
before me in Jerusalem.” David himself 
was described as “the lamp of Israel” 
(2 Sam. 21:17), and the promise here reit-
erated the unconditional aspect of God’s 
covenant with David: his throne would be 
established forever (2 Sam. 7:11-16). The 
culmination of this promise is in Jesus, the 
light of the world (John 8:12). God’s mercy 
on Solomon, on David, and to all people is 
fulfilled in Christ.

VERSES 38-39 / After the Lord presented to 
Jeroboam a conditional covenant parallel 
to the unconditional one made with David, 
we read of one last measure of mercy upon 
David’s house. The Lord would discipline 
the descendants of David for their sins and 
failures as kings, which would lead to the 
division of Israel and eventually exile from 
the promised land, “but not forever.” The 
hope of restoration, the hope of a forever 
King, is imbedded into the story. 

For the original readers of 1–2 Kings, this 
note would have been incredibly meaning-
ful. One day, God’s mercy would repair the 
broken and divided kingdom. That restora-
tion and unity are found in the Lord Jesus, 
who unites the people of God from every 
tribe, tongue, and nation and restores us 
to the Lord by His atonement for us on 
the cross. All who turn to the Lord freely 
receive His mercy. 
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NOTES

Salvation is provided to all who fall on the 
Lord (Titus 3:4-7).

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 

5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 

of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Titus 3:4-7 from his or her Bible.

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 4 commentary to highlight the following point (the 
bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

The kings of Israel were all failures in one way or another, and we are 
like them in many ways, foolish and disobedient. But God has made the 
way of salvation possible by sending His Son , Jesus, the fullness of God 
in flesh , our true King.

DISCUSS: In addition to sending Jesus, what are some ways God has 
shown His love and kindness toward humanity? (through His creation; 
granting conception and children; providing the sun and rain; showing patience 
for sinners to repent and be saved; restraining the wickedness of human beings)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 5-7 commentary to emphasize the following idea 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God’s gift of salvation for those who repent and believe is 
accomplished by the work of the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. We are saved not by our works but in spite of our sin. We are 
saved by God’s mercy and grace.

DISCUSS: Call attention to the quote on PACK ITEM 14: MERCY HAS A NAME , 
then ask: How does the fact that we are undeserving of salvation magnify 
the glory of God’s mercy in saving us? (as we reckon with our sinfulness, we 
see ever more clearly how helpless and hopeless we were, and are, in light 
of God’s holiness; that God the Father would send His Son to take on flesh 
and die in the place of sinners for salvation is beyond our comprehension and 
results in our humble, joyful praise of His glory; all that we could offer to God 
would only merit God’s judgment and hell, yet He chooses to be merciful and 
save bankrupt sinners—there is no one like our God!) 

POINT 3
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Commentary 

VERSE 4 / Believing that salvation in Christ 
is the ultimate display of God’s mercy, we 
turn now to one of the most theologically 
dense passages in the entire Bible. 

In this New Testament letter, Paul was 
teaching Titus, a young protégé, what to 
teach the church in Crete regarding both 
doctrine and faithful living (Titus 1:1–3:2). 
He then reminded Titus of humanity’s 
shared sinful history and corruption for 
two reasons: 1) to show how the behavior of 
believers should be different (3:3), and 2) to 
set up why the behavior of believers should 
be different. 

Titus 3:4 provides the initial reason believ-
ers should be distinct from the horrors of 
verse 3 as it extracts us from the declara-
tion of bad news into the majesty of the 
good news. Once we were “foolish, disobe-
dient, led astray” (3:3). Yet something has 
changed us. This comes from the in-break-
ing nature of God Himself. Paul noted that 
God’s attributes of “goodness and loving 
kindness . . . appeared,” a shorthanded 
way of speaking of the incarnation of Jesus. 
(This is the second “appearance” text in 
Titus, the first being in 2:11-14.) So we have 
the virtues of God physically manifested 
in the person of Jesus Christ, who is God 
the Son. These virtues also describe the 
heart of God. God is wrathful against sin 
and will judge iniquity, yet God’s disposi-
tion toward His image-bearers is primarily 
kind and loving. 

VERSES 5-7 / So, something has changed 
drastically in us as believers, and it 
involved the appearance of Jesus. But why 
are we different? Why are we no longer 
enslaved to our sins (3:3)? Paul identified 
the reason in Titus 3:5: “He saved us.” In 
the Lord Jesus, believers are new creations 
(2 Cor. 5:17), we are free from sin and death. 

Now the question is “How did God save us?” 
Paul answered this first by negating a false 
notion of how we are saved: “not because 
of works done by us in righteousness.” 
Explicit throughout Scripture is the reality 

that human effort and good works are not 
meritorious for salvation. Rather, we are 
saved according to God’s “mercy.” Salva-
tion is the result of God’s merciful disposi-
tion toward humanity in their despair and 
enslavement to sin. When we were disobe-
dient like King Saul, dastardly like King 
David, and defiant like King Solomon, the 
Lord was, and is, waiting for sinners to fall 
on His mercy as their only hope, and those 
who do find Him ready and eager to save.

This salvation occurs “by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit.” This point emphasizes that it is 
God’s activity that saves. We contribute 
absolutely nothing to our salvation. The 
heart of a sinner is made new and clean by 
means of the work of God the Holy Spirit, 
who is also a gift of God the Father through 
“Jesus Christ our Savior.” 

Our salvation from all our sin springs 
from the kindness, love, and mercy of 
God and results in our “being justified.” 
As a summary of verses 3-6, this phrase 
describes the believer being declared righ-
teous by God and free of all sin. Again, 
Paul stated this action happens by God’s 
“grace,” not by anything we have done. It 
is purely an act of God toward undeserving 
sinners who come to Him through Jesus 
Christ in repentance and faith. 

Paul concluded by revealing that as justi-
fied, or saved, people to whom God has 
shown mercy, we “become heirs” of God 
to eternal life. This is the language of adop-
tion. In the Roman world, adoption was the 
means by which status and upward mobil-
ity were secured. Usually, nobles would 
find worthy and advantageous progeny 
to adopt to secure their legacy and wealth 
(e.g., Julius Caesar’s adoption of Gaius Octa-
vian—Caesar Augustus). But God saves and 
makes heirs of those who do not deserve 
it and are not able to bring any wealth or 
upward mobility to His glory. From start 
to finish, God’s character is revealed as 
being merciful and gracious to undeserv-
ing sinners who come to Him for rescue. 
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NOTES

Because our punishment has been withheld from us and placed on Christ as 
an act of God’s mercy, we seek to extend mercy to all others, quick to forgive 
any wrongdoing, so that we might display the heart of the gospel before a 
watching world .

Head: 

The truth of this session is summed up in God’s self-disclosure of His 
nature in Exodus 34:6-7 . The Lord is slow to anger, compassionate, and 
full of love . But He also will judge sin and right wrongs . In our study 
of Solomon’s life, we have seen the mercy and grace of God as well as 
His divine judgment come together . God’s mercy and judgment do not 
contradict one another . Rather, they reveal a God who opens His heart of 
love to sinners who repent . His mercy and judgment were displayed fully 
in Jesus on the cross . 

How does our God of compassion and mercy compare with the gods of 
this world?

Heart: 

God’s kindness should lead us to repentance (Rom . 2:4) . As we reflect on 
Solomon’s course of life and his failures, we also should pay attention to 
the abundant mercy of God in His judgment . We see God’s mercy and grace 
extended time and time again to Solomon . Even greater mercy and grace 
have been extended to us in the finished work of Jesus on the cross . He 
has taken our punishment upon Himself and paid the penalty of sin once 
and for all . We can now worship, obey, and rejoice in Him forever . 

Have you received God’s gracious gift of mercy in Jesus Christ? How 
will you express your worship of our Savior today? 

Hands: 

People who have received mercy should show mercy . Jesus taught us to 
pray along this very same line (Luke 11:4) . Not only are we taught to pray 
this way, but we are called to act in forgiveness and mercy . We should have 
compassion on the lost, broken, hurting, weak, and stranger . God’s mercy 
toward us compels us to display the love of God to everyone we encounter 
as a display of the power of mercy in us . 

What are some ways you will show mercy in Jesus’s name to those who 
seem the least deserving of mercy? 

MY RESPONSE

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY
“ We have but one 
Saviour; and that one 
Saviour is Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Nothing that 
we are and nothing 
that we can do enters 
in the slightest measure 
into the ground of 
our acceptance with 
God. Jesus did it all. 
And by doing it all 
He has become in 
the fullest and widest 
and deepest sense 
the word can bear—
our Saviour.” 4 

– B. B. Warfield 
(1851-1921)

© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources



161

EXTRA

Point 2:  Mercy is extended to all who return to the 
Lord (1 Kings 11:30-39).

Video

Show the “99 in :99” video about the essential Christian doctrine God Is Merciful (2:00 in length) at 
this link: https://www.gospelproject.com/god-merciful-video. 

Point 3:  Salvation is provided to all who fall on the 
Lord (Titus 3:4-7).

Commentary

“The only reason the believers are now different from their compatriots is because of the work 
of God their Saviour, who has made them new creatures (3:4-5; see also Eph. 2:1-10). This work 
began with the kindness and love of God our Saviour (3:4). God the Father sent Jesus, his Son, and at 
the end of his earthly ministry Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. Thus all three persons of the Trinity 
are involved in the work of salvation. This work is described as the washing of rebirth and as 
renewal by the Holy Spirit (3:5). The ‘washing’ refers not to baptism but to the cleansing involved in 
our purification and regeneration. This renewal is the work of the Spirit, who guarantees that we 
are now heirs having the hope of eternal life (3:7).” 5 

Illustration

The gear and techniques of rock climbing can give us a helpful picture of what faith in the right 
object (or person) entails. Beginners in rock climbing will do a form of Top Rope Climbing that 
involves wearing a harness and latching onto a rope that is anchored to a fixed point on the 
ceiling, allowing a climber to ascend safely. A trained belayer will stand at the bottom, securing 
the rope as you climb and making sure that if you slip, you are caught by the rope. For people 
to rock climb safely, they must trust—or believe—that the belayer will catch them. When we are 
called to “fall on the Lord,” we are putting our trust in Jesus as the One who will save us. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

VOL 1: FROM CREATION TO CHAOS 
(Genesis) Fall 2021

Unit 1:   The Heavens Declare the  
Glory of God

Unit 2:  Let Us Make a Name for Ourselves

Unit 3:  I Will Make Your Name Great

VOL 2: FROM CAPTIVITY TO THE WILDERNESS
(Exodus–Deuteronomy) Winter 2021-22

Unit 4:  Out of Egypt I Called My Son

Unit 5:  To Dwell in the House of the Lord

Unit 6:  Be Holy, Because I Am Holy

VOL 3: FROM CONQUEST TO A KINGDOM
(Joshua–1 Samuel) Spring 2022

Unit 7:  Lord, Teach Me Your Statutes

Unit 8:  Fear the Lord and Worship Him

Unit 9:   There Is No Fear of God  
Before Their Eyes

VOL 4: FROM UNITY TO DIVISION
(1 Samuel–1 Kings) Summer 2022

Unit 10:  Because of Your Hardened Heart

Unit 11:  Create a Clean Heart for Me

Unit 12:   If You Walk Before Me with  
a Heart of Integrity

VOL 5: FROM EXILE TO REBELLION
(1 Kings–The Prophets) Fall 2022

Unit 13:   What Comes Out of the Mouth  
Comes from the Heart

Unit 14:   Seek the Lord, All You Humble  
of the Earth

Unit 15:  He Has Made Every Nationality

VOL 6: FROM CAPTIVITY TO RESTORATION
(The Prophets, Ezra, Nehemiah) Winter 2022-23

Unit 16:   The Lord Keeps His Eye on  
Those Who Fear Him

Unit 17:  Take Refuge in the Lord

Unit 18:  For Look, the Day Is Coming

VOL 7: FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH
(The Gospels) Spring 2023

Unit 19:  Here Is the Lamb of God

Unit 20:  God’s Love Was Revealed  
Among Us in This Way

Unit 21:   Without Faith It Is Impossible  
to Please God

VOL 8: FROM WONDER TO REJECTION
(The Gospels) Summer 2023

Unit 22:   The Works That I Do in My Father’s 
Name Testify About Me

Unit 23:  The Kingdom of God Is in Your Midst

Unit 24:   God’s Glory in the Face  
of Jesus Christ

VOL 9: FROM DEATH TO RESURRECTION
(The Gospels) Fall 2023

Unit 25:   Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Who  
Kills the Prophets

Unit 26:  The Hour Has Come

Unit 27:  The King of the Jews

VOL 10:  FROM MANY PEOPLE TO ONE PEOPLE
(The Gospels, Acts) Winter 2023-24

Unit 28:  I Am with You Always

Unit 29:  You Will Be My Witnesses

Unit 30:   Every Day the Lord Added  
to Their Number

VOL 11: FROM ONE NATION TO ALL NATIONS 
(Acts and Epistles) Spring 2024

Unit 31:  Every Knee Will Bow

Unit 32:  The Power and the Wisdom of God

Unit 33:  A Prisoner of Christ Jesus

VOL 12:  FROM THIS WORLD TO  
THE WORLD TO COME 

(Acts, Epistles, Revelation) Summer 2024

Unit 34:  Ambassadors for Christ

Unit 35:  That I May Gain Christ

Unit 36:  A New Heaven and a New Earth
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Get extra help leading your group

Did you know you have free access to tips and insights  

about The Gospel Project Bible study?  

Every week, Ken Braddy and guests share special points to consider, certain  

details to stress, questions you may get asked, and some needed encouragement. 

You can listen through a variety of options, including Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, 

Spotify, and more. It’s never been easier to get a little extra help to guide  

your group through each session of The Gospel Project. 

Listen weekly at gospelproject.com/resources
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gospelproject.com

FROM UNITY TO DIVISION

Sin has broken our relationship with our holy God. However, grace and mercy 

bridge this gap. In 1 Samuel to 1 Kings, we see how King Saul, King David, 

and King Solomon experienced both the division sin brings and the unity 

forgiveness offers. Your church will see that though we could never earn it, 

God, in His grace and mercy, freely offers redemption and renewal.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

WEEKLY HELPS: 
gospelproject.com/resources

WEEKLY PODCAST: 
Look for The Gospel Project for Adults and The Hero of the Story  

on your favorite podcast app.
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